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ADVEETISEMENT. 



Several years have elapsed since this work was taken 
in hand. It is at length put into type with the hope 
that, by God's blessing, it may aid in clearing up one of 
the lines of interpretation to this mysterious portion 
of His Holy Word. 

In taking a single view of this divine Song, the work 
of those who have regarded it from diflferent points is 
not ignored or undervalued. Truth will harmonise in 
all its bearings, and prove its own witness. 

It is hoped these hints and suggestions may lead 
others to carry on researches, that may further and 
further tend to the glory of Christ. Thus one talent 
brought to the exchangers, may be returned with usury 
to the great Master at His coming. 



TO THE GLORY OF THE BELOVED, 
WHOSE PERFECTIONS ARE CELEBRATED IN THE 
POUG OP ^ONQS, 

TO THE USE AND COMFORT OF THE MYSTIC SPOUSE, 
WHOSE PRIVILEGES, DUTIES, 
TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS ARE IN IT POURTRAYED, 
THIS HUMBLE ATTEMPT 

WITH PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING. 



I 



SYNOPSIS. 



CHAPTER I. 1. 

Introduction 17 

2—17. 

Brief view of the subject in initials, 2—4. Salient points 
of the history during the Withdrawal of the King, 6 — 14 ; 
with hints of prosperity and establishment, 15 — 17. . 26 

CHAPTER n. 
A complex parallel in the form of epanodos* begins with this 
chapter, and ends at iii. 5. It contains an initial view 
of the Gentile Church, 1 — 7. A representation of the 
lone Jewish Church, 8, 9. The caU to the Church 
generally by the preaching of the Gospel, 10 — 13, which 
verses form the centre of the epanodos. The lone Gen- 
tile Church is represented at 14, 15, as the lone Jewish 
at 8, 9. The Gentile Church and Jewish are both 
among the shadows at 16, 17 ; the latter waiting for 
the first coming of Christ, and the former for His 
second 43 



CHAPTER III. 
Initial view of the Jewish Church, 1 — 5. Corresponding to 
that of the Gentile, ii. 1 — 7. The calling and reception 
by Christ of the elect Gentiles, 6, and their union with 
the Jews in the Christian Church, follows the incarna- 
tion of Christ represented at verse 4. This complex 
union, natural and spiritual, human and divine, con- 
stitutes the espousals of the Song, 4 — 11 . . .66 

CHAPTER IV. 
The double united Church of Jew and Gentile, built up 
togethsr in one body, is described as the Fair Love, 
• See Note E. 



yiii. 



SYNOPSIS. 



1—5. The Withdrawal of the King, 6. The perfecting 
of the Church in beauty at His return, 7. The history 
of the Spouse, or lone Gentile Church, is given in 
three parallels marked by "Lebanon," 8 — 11; 12—15; 
V. 2—15. These are included in the longer parallel 
marked by the " Lilies," iv. 5 — vi. 3 ; — a parallel 
identical with the era of the Withdrawal of the King . 67 

CHAPTER V. 

The third parallel marked by Lebanon, 2 — 16. The trials 
of the Spouse are represented, 2 — 8. She is seen 
conferring with the Daughters, and publishing the 
gloiy of her Beloved, 9—16 84 

CHAPTER VI. 

The search for the Beloved, and close of the era of the 
Lilies, 1 — 3. The reconstitution of the Church is re- 
presented in three parallels, vi, 4 — 13 ; vii. 1 — 9 and 
10 — 13. The Church appears with some of her 
former features and added glory, vi. 4 — 7. (See iv. 
1 — 3). The Spouse is pre-eminent among the Churches 
and converts, 8, 9. Conversion of the Jews and their 
union with the Gentile Church symbolised, 10 — 13 . 97 

CHAPTER Vn. 

The Church in her latter glory seen to be the same as in her 
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THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 



The Song is here shown in one "view. The order of the words in 
Hebrew, being regulated by the strict laws of parallelism, is pre- 
served as much as possible. The vocabulary of onr own English 
Bible is adhered to, except on a few occasions, which will be no- 
ticed. The words in italics, added by our translators, are sometimes 
omitted. 

An endeavour has been made to distingoish the speakers. The 
Bridegroom or Beloved of the Song, supposed to represent Christ, is 
marked B. The loved One who represents the Church is marked I., 
II., or III., as the ancient Jewish, the Christian, Gentile, or the 
doable-united Church of Jew and Gentile is supposed to be the 
speaker. D. marks the Daughters, or visible professing Churches. 



i. 1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 

2 (I.) Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, 

For better are thy loves * than wine. 

3 Because of the savour of thy good ointments : 
Ointment poured forth is thy Name : 
Therefore the virgins love thee. 

4 (I.) Draw me (III.), after thee we run: 

(11.) Hath brought me, the King, into his chambers : 

^ 1 Margin of English Bible. 

B 
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THE SONG OF SONGS. 



(Til.) We will be glad and rejoice in thee : 

We will remember thy loves * more than wine : 
The upright love thee. 

5 (II.) Black am I, but comely, 

ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

As the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Look not upon me because I am black : 
Because the sun hath looked on me : 

My mother's children were angry with me : 
They made me keeper of the vineyards ; 
My vineyard, mine own,' have I not kept. 

7 Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth. 

Where thou feedest, 

Where thou makest to rest at noon : 

For why should I be as one veiled * 

By the flocks of thy companions ? 

8 (B.) If thou know not, thou fiedrest among women. 

Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, 
And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. 

9 To a company of horses in the chariots of Pharaoh, 

1 have compared thee, O my love ! 

10 Comely are thy cheeks with rows, ' 
Thy neck with chains. 

11 Borders* of gold we make for thee 
With studs of silver. 

12 (II.) While the King is in his circle,* 

My spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 

^ Margin of English Bible. 
^ Young's Translation. 
' Or in the circlet. 

* Or a circlet. It is the same word in the Hebrew. 

* So rendered by Davidson and Young. See Parkhurst, who 
renders the word circuit or revolution. 
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13 A bundle of myrrh is my Beloved to me ; 
Betwixt my breasts it lodgeth. * 

14 A cluster of camphire is my Beloved to me, 
In the vineyards of Engedi. 



15 (B.) Behold thou art fair, my love, 

Behold thou art fair : 
Thine eyes are doves. 

16 (in.) Behold thou art fair, my Beloved, 

Yea, pleasant. 

Also our bed is green. 

17 The beams of our house are cedar. 
And our galleries ' of fir. 



ii. 1 (I.) I am a rose of Sharon,' 
(IL) A lily of the valleys. * 

2 (B.) As a lily among the thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters. 

3 (II.) As an apple tree among trees of the wood, 

So is my Beloved among the sons. 

Under his shadow I delighted and sat down,' 

And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

4 He brought me to the house of wine, * 
And his banner over me was love. 

5 Stay me with flagons,* 
Straw' me with apples. 
For sick of love am I. 

6 His left hand is under my head, 
And his right hand doth embrace me. 

7 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 



* Young's Translation. 

a Margin of English Bible. ' Level downs or table land. 

* The word emeh is not applied to ravines, bnt to the long, broad 
sweeps sometimes fonnd between parallel ranges of hills. — Stanley, 

* Or grape cakes. 

B 2 
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By the roes, or by the hinds of the field, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake this * love ' 
Till he (or she) please, (iii. 5. ; iii. 4.) 

8 (I.) The voice of my Beloved ! 

Behold, he cometh 
Leaping on the monntains, 
Skipping on the hills. 

9 My Beloved is like a roe. 
Or a young one of the harts. 
Behold, he standeth behind our wall, 
He looketh forth at the windows, 
Showing himself through the lattice. 

10 (III.) Answered my Beloved, and said to me. 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

11 For*io ! The winter is past. 

The rain is over and gone, 

12 The flowers appear on the earth. 
The time of singing is come. 

And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

13 The fig tree putteth forth her green figs. 

And the vines — the tender grape, give a good smell. 
Arise my love, my fair one, and come away. 

14 (B.) my dove, in the clefts of the rock. 

In the secret of the stairs. 

Let me see thy countenance, 

Let me hear thy voice. 

For thy voice is sweet. 

And thy countenance is comely. 

15 (II.) Take us the foxes, 

The little foxes that spoil the vines, 
For our vines have tender grapes. 

* Emphatic. 

2 Not the same word as my Love or Friend. It may be the 
abstract as in verses 4, 5 ; iii. 10; v. 8, &c. 
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16 ( My Beloved is mine, and I am his : 
He feedeth among the lilies (iv. 5 ; vi. 3.) 

17 (II,)-{ Until the day break/ 
And the shadows flee away. 

Turn!' 

And be thou like, my Beloved, 
To a roe, or to a young one of the harts, 
Upon the mountains of Bother, (viii. 14.) 

iii. 1. (I.) On my bed by night 

I sought him whom my soul loveth : 
I sought him, but I found him not 

2 I will rise now, and go about the city. 
In the streets, and in the broad ways, 
I will seek him whom my soul loveth : 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

3 The watchmen found me ' that go about the city 

(To whom I said J f 
Him whom my soul loveth, saw ye ? 

4 But a little it was that I passed £rom them, 
Till I found him whom my soul loveth. 

I held him* and would not let him go. 
Until I had brought him 
Into the house of my mother, 
And into the chamber of her that conceived me. 
6 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

By the roes, or by the hinds of the field, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake this love 
Till he (or she) please, (ii. 7 ; viii. 4.) 







(D.) Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, 
like pillars of smoke, 

1 Until breathe the day, 
And flee away the shadows. 



* Or turn round. 
^ Took hold of him or seized him. 



• Fomid me the watchmen. 
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Perfamed with myrrh and frankincense. 
With all powders of the merchant ? 

7 (I.) Behold his bed, which is Solomon's ; 

Threescore valiant men are about it, 
Of the valiant of Israel.' 

8 They all hold swords, being expert in war. 
Every man his sword upon his thigh, 

Because of fear in the night. 

9 A chariot made for himself, King Solomon, 
Of the wood of Lebanon : 

10 The pillars thereof he made of silver, 
The bottom* of gold, 

The covering' of it of purple. 
The midst thereof paved with love. 
For the daughters of Jerusalem. 

11 Go forth and behold, 

O ye daughters of Zion, 
King Solomon 
With the crown wherewith crowned him his mother, 

In the day of his espousals. 
And in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

iv. 1 (B.) Behold thou art fair, my love, (L 15 ; vi. 4.) 
Behold thou art fair ! 
Thine eyes are doves' within thy locks : * 

^ These verses, 7 — 11, appear to be spoken by the attendants of 
the King, as representatives of the mystical chnroh, whether Jew or 
Gbntile. They answer the daughters of Zion (see v. 11), (or new 
converts from the Jews), who make the question in verse 6. It was 
the Apostles of the Lord who made known to Jew and Gentile, the 
riches of the glory of God in the calling of both. Bom. iz. 24 ; 
Acts. XV. 14 — 17, Ac. * 

' Spreading or strewing. See ii. 5. 

* Seat or chariot. 

* Behind thy veil. Bee Isa. xlvii. 2. 
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Thy hair as a flock of goats that appear from Mount 
Gilead. 

Thy teeth as a flock even ' shorn, which came up from 

the washing, 
Whereof all of them form twins, 
And a bereaved one is not among them.' 
As a thread of scarlet are thy lips, 
And thy speech is comely : 

As a piece of a pomegranate thy temple within thy locks. 
Like the tower of David is thy neck, 

Builded for an armoury ; 

A thousand bucklers hang upon it, 

All shields of mighty,' men. 
Thy two breasts are like two young fawns, 
Twins of a roe* of Jah ; • (vii. 3.) 
Which feed among the lilies (ii. 16; vi. 3.) 
Until the day break and the shadows flee away, 
I will get me to the mountains of myrrh, 
And to the hill of frankincense. ^ (viii. 14), 

Thou abt all fatb, my love ; 
Thebe is no spot in thee. 

(B ) With me from Lebanon, O • Spouse, 
With me from Lebanon, come thou,^ 
Look' from the top of Amana,' 

From the top of Shenir " and Hermon," 

Equally, by rule and measure. > Young's Translatioa. 
" All of which are paired, 
And not one among them is bereaved.*' — Qinshurg, 
Or valiant. — ^ii. 7. 

This word is omitted in the English Bible. 

Davidson's rendering. 

My is added in the English Bible. 

Or Thou Shalt go. 

Or Thou Shalt watch. » Fidelity. 

Second, the other of two. " Devoted to God. 
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• From the dens * of lions, 
From the mountains of leopards. 
Thou hast ravished my heart, my Sister Spouse ; 

Thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, 
With one chain of thy neck. 

10 How fair is thy love, my Sister Spouse, 
How much better is thy love than wine. 

And the smell of thine ointments than all spices. 

11 Thy lips drop honey, O Spouse, 
Honey and milk are under thy tongue. 
And the smell of thy garments 

Is like the smeU of Lebanon. 

12 A garden shut up* is my Sister Spouse, 
A spring shut up,* a fountain sealed. 

18 Thy plants are an orchard' of pomegranates. 

With pleasant fruits ; 
Camphire with spikenard, 

14 Spikenard and saffiron, 
Calamus and cinnamon, 
With all trees of firankincense ; 
Myrrh and aloes, 

With all the chief spices. 

15 A fountain of gardens, (vi. 2 ; viii. 13.) 
A well of living waters. 

And streams from Lebanon, (v. 11.) 



16 Awake, O north wind, and come thou south ; 

Blow upon my garden 

That its spices may flow out. 
(II.) Let my Beloved come into his garden. 

And eat his pleasant fruits. 
V. 1. (B.) I have come into my garden, my Sister Spouse, (vi. 2. ) 

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice, 

* Or habitations. 

* The same word in the Hebrew. ' Or paradise. 
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I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey, 
I have drank my wine with my milk. 

Eat, O friends ! 
Drink yea, drink abundantly, O my beloved ones.* 

2 (II.) I sleep, but my heart waketh : 

It is the voice of my Beloved that knocketh. 

Open to me, my sister. 
My love, my dove, my undefiled. 
For my head is filled with dew. 
My locks with the drops of the night. 
:3 I have put off my coat, how shall I put it on ? 

I have washed my feet, how shaU I defile them ? 

4 My Beloved put in his hand by the hole. 
And my bowels were moved for him. 

5 I rose up to open to my Beloved, 
And my hands dropped myrrh. 

And my fingers sweet-smelling* myrrh. 
Upon the handles of the lock. 

G I opened* to my Beloved ; 

But my Beloved had withdrawn, passed on. * 
My soul went out* when he spake : 
I sought him, but I could not find him ; 
I called him, but he gave me no answer. 



7 They found me— the watchmen — who go about the 

city, 

They smote me, they wounded me. 
Took away my veil firom off me 
The keepers of the walls. 



* Esther i. 5. 'Or flowing. 

> Opened I, emphatic — ^As for me, I opened, &c. 

' Young's Translation. • My soul departed.— Gftnsbwrgr. 
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8 I charge yon, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
If ye find my Beloved — 
What' will ye tell him? 
That sick of love am L 

What is thy Beloved more than another beloved, 

O thou fedrest among women ? 
What is thy Beloved more than another beloved. 
That thou dost so charge us ? 
My Beloved is white and ruddy, 
A standard bearer ' among ten thousand. 
His head the most fine gold, 
His locks bushy, black as a raven. 
His eyes as doves, by rivers of waters, 
Washing in milk, sitting in fulness.* 
His cheeks as a bed of spices, towers of perfumes,* 
His lips lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh.' 
His hands rings of gold, set with the beryl ; 
His belly bright ivory, overlaid with sapphires. 
His legs pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold. 
His countenance as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 
His mouth is most sweet ' 
Yea, he is altogether lovely.' 
This is my Beloved, 

And this is my Mend, O daughters of Jerusalem. 

vi. 1 (D) Whither is thy Beloved gone, 

O thou fedrest among women ? 
Whither is thy Beloved turned aside 
That we may seek him with thee ? 
2 (n.) My Beloved is gone down into his garden, 
To the beds of spices, 
To feed in the gardens, (v. 15 ; viii. 13.) 
And to gather IQies. 



9 (D.) 

10(11.) 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 



* Margin of English Bible. ' Or flowing. 

^ These words are in the plural : all kinds of sweetness and loveliness. 
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3 I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine, 
He feedeth among the lilies, (iv. 5 ; ii. 16.) 

4 (B.) Thou art fair/ O my love, as Tirzah, (iv. I.) 

. Comely as Jerusalem, 
Terrible as with banners. 

5 Turn away* thine eyes from me, for they have over- 

come me. 

Thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from 
Gilead ; iv. 1. 

6 Thy teeth as a flock of sheep that go up from the 

washing, 
Whereof all of them form twins. 
And a bereaved one is not among them. 

7 As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within 

thy locks.' 

8 There are threescore queens, 
And fourscore concubines, 
And virgins without number. 

9 One is she, my dove, my undefiled. 
The ojie is she of her mother, 

The choice one she, of her that bare her. 

The daughters saw her and blessed her, 

The queens and concubines, and they praise her. 

10 (Saying) Who is this that looketh forth as the morning, 

Fair as the moon, 

Clear as the sun, 

Terrible as with banners? (v. 4.) 

11 (II.) Into the garden of nuts I went down, 

To see the fruits of the valley, 
To see whether the vine flourished, 
The pomegranates budded. 

* The same word as at iv. 1. * Or turn round. 
' Or behind thy veil, as in iv. 1 & 3. 
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12 Or ever I was aware, my soul made me 

The chariots of Amminadih.* 

13 (D) Return, return, O Shnlamite ! return, return, 

That we may look upon thee. 
(III.) What will ye see in the Shulamite? 
(D.) As it were the company of two armies. 



i. 1 (B) How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, 
O Prince's Daughter ! 
The joints of thy thighs are like jewels, 
. The work of the hands of a cunning workman.' 

2 Thy navel a roimd goblet, wanteth not mixture ; 
Thy belly a heap of wheat set about with lilies. 

3 Thy two breasts are like two young ones ; 

Twins of a roe (of Jah).' 

4 Thy neck is as a tower of ivory ; 
Thine eyes the fishpools in the Hesbbon, 

By the gate of Beth-rabbim; * 
Thy nose as the tower of Lebanon, 

Which looketh toward Damascus ; 

5 Thy head upon thee is like Carmel, 
And the hair of thy head like purple : 

The King is held in the galleries.^ 

6 How £Edr and how pleasant art thou, 

love,' for delights. 

7 This thy stature is like to a palm tree, 

And thy breasts to clusters. 

8 I said, I will go up to the palm tree, 

1 will take hold of the boughs thereof ; 

Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, 
And tbe smell of thy nose like apples ; 

* Prince of my People, or my willing people. 
« Margin of English Bible. ' See iv. 5. 

* House of multitudes. * See i. 17. 

* Not the same word as love or friend.— /Sfec iii. 10, &o. 
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9 And the roof of thy mouth like the hest wine— 

(III.) Flowing for my beloved in uprightness,* 

Causing to speak the lips of the ancient.' 

10 (XL) I am my Beloved's, and his desire is towards me. (vi. 8.) 

11 Come my Beloved I 
Let us go forth into the field ; 
Let us lodge in the villages ; 

12 Let us get up early to the vineyards ; 
Let us see if the vine flourish, (vi. 11.) 

The tender grape open, 
The pomegianates bud forth : 
There will I give thee my loves. 

13 The mandrakes give a smell, 

And at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits 
New and old,* 
O my Beloved ! 
Which I have laid up for thee. 

viii. 1. (Little Sister) that thou wert as my brother. 
That sucked the breasts of my mother ! 
I should find thee without, 
I would kiss thee. 
Yea, I should not be despised. 

2 I would lead thee and bring thee 
To the house of my mother ; 
Thou sliouldst instruct me.** 

I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine. 
Of the juice of my pomegranate. 

3 His left hand should be under my head, (ii. 6.) 
And his right hand should embrace me. 

4 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 

Wliy should ye stir up' 

* Young's Translation. • Margin of English Bible. 

' The sanie word as at v. 9, ancient. * Yolgate, Lnther, &c. 
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And why should ye awake^ 
This love until he (or she) please, (ii. 7 ; iii. 1.) 

5 (II.) Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, (iii. 6.) 
Leaning upon her Beloved? 

Under the apple tree I raised thee up ; 

There pledged thee* thy mother, 
There received she a pledge' that hare thee. 

6 (III.) Set me as a seal upon thine heart, 
As a seal upon thine arm : 
For strong as death is love, 
Gruel as the grave is jealousy : 
The coals thereof are coals of fire, 

A ilame of Jah ! ' 

7 Many waters cannot quench this love, 
And floods cannot drown it ; 

If a man would give aU the suhstance of his house 
for love, 
It would utterly he contemned. 

We have a little sister. 
And she hath no breasts : 
What shall we do for our sister 
In the day when she shall be spoken for ? 

If she he a wall. 
We will build upon her a palace of silver, 

And if she be a door, 
We will enclose her with boards of cedar. 
I am a wall, 
And my breasts like towers ; 
Then was I in his eyes as one that found favour* 

11 (II.) A vineyard had Solomon at Baal-hamon,* 

* Margin of English Bible. * Harmer and Young. — See also Park- 
hurst. 

3 Here the name Jah seems to be mentioned for the third time in 
Sonp, iv. 5 ; vii. 3. — Davidson. 

* Or peace. * Lord of multitudes. 



8 (II.) 



9 



10 (L.S.) 
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He let out the vineyard unto keepers. 
Every one bringeth forth the fruit thereof, 
A thousand pieces of silver. 

12 (L.S.) My vineyard, which is mine, is before me ; 

The thousand is for thee, O Solomon ! 

And two hundred for those that keep the fruit thereof. 

13 (B.) O thou that dwellest in the gardens I (iv. 16 ; v. 1.) 

The companions hearken to thy voice, (vl. 1.) 
Cause me to hear it 

14 (11.) Flee away, my Beloved, and be thou like 

To a roe or to a young one of the harts ( ii. 17.) 
Upon the mountains of spices ! (iv. 6.) 



CHAPTER 1. 



Vebse 1, 
INTRODUCTION. 
THE SONG OP SONGS WHICH IS SOLOMON's. 

THIS verse may be considered as the heading or title 
of the Divine Poem, It is recorded of Solomon 
that his "songs were a thousand and five." The pre- 
servation in Scripture of this most excellent Song shows 
that it is of no common import, but bears a relation to 
the great mystery of the Gospel, which forms the 
substance of the sacred record. 

The difference of opinion among commentators on the 
interpretation of the Song of Songs may suggest that it 
is not yet perfectly understood. The Scriptures of God, 
like the trees growing beside the river Ezekiel saw in 
vision, may be said to bring forth new fruit according to 
their months. There appear to be seasons in the history 
and condition of the Church when truths, hidden as in 
the bud, open into blossom, and bear their appointed 
fruit. It is especially so with the prophecies. ^ 

Much Scriptural truth was evolved in the first three 
centuries of the Christian era. And at the Reformation 
a light from heaven shone upon the re-opened Bible, 
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which dispelled the gloom of the dark ages, and set 
forth anew the doctrines of salvation. There still re- 
mains much to be learned from The Book — the only 
book adapted to all time, bringing peculiar, appropriate 
lessons to every generation. 

Most commentators, Jewish and Christian, are of 
opinion that the Song of Songs is symbolical and 
mystical* Learned rabbis and Christian writers have 
viewed it as representing the history and development 
of the Church in union with the heavenly Lord and 
Saviour. 

Jewish expositors saw in it the stoiy of their own 
nation, past and future. To them the Beloved was 
God, and the loved one the congregation of Israel. To 
us, the Beloved is the God-Man revealed in the New 
Testament, and the loved one the congregation of the 
true Israel, the Church of Christ. 

But the Jewish Church and the Christian are indeed 
one by their union together with and in the same Beloved. 
And the double era of its ancient history and its later, 
becomes one by the tabernacling of the God-Man in the 
midst. He united together, by His presence and power, 
the first ages to the last; His newly-formed Gentile 
Church to His ancient Jewish. The double history and the 
double Church, form a beautiful expanded parallel of 
God's work in redemption. The things which happened 
of the fathers are shadows of like things which happen 
to us ; and the dispensation of the grace of God to them, 
is a typical prophecy of the more glorious Christian dis- 
pensation. When the redemption is finished, the two- 

* Understood as a sense added to the obvious signification. 
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fold, united, triumphant Church will join to sing " the 
song of Moses and the Lamb." 

The Song of Songs is said to be Solomon's, not only 
because he wrote it, but because he is, in a figure, its 
subject. The glorious Person styled the Beloved is 
veiled under His name. But the spiritual reader can be 
at no loss to discover " Him first. Him last. Him midst" 
whose more distinctive titles are not directly mentioned. 
The wise and magnificent King of Israel, chosen and 
beloved of his father, represents the heavenly King of the 
true Israel. Solomon the peaceful, and Jedidiah the 
beloved of the Lord, show to our eyes the Prince of Peace, 
and the Chief Beloved of the Father. The wide extent of 
Solomon's dominion faintly typifies His rule of whom 
it is declared, there shall be no end of the increase of His 
government and peace. And in building the Temple, 
that beautiful shadow of the union of Christ with his 
Church, Solomon eminently appears a figure of Him 
who should build up the spiritual temple of God and 
bear the glory. 

The marriage of Solomon with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, was a remarkable type, among 
others, of the introduction of chosen Gentiles among the 
chosen people. That of Moses with an Ethiopian 
woman, Joseph with an Egyptian, Salmon with Eahab, 
and Boaz with Kuth, all point to the espousal of the 
Gentiles with Christ. But this marriage of Solomon 
was a more public act, and solemnised with far ex- 
ceeding magnificence. The daughter of the greatest 
Gentile sovereign of those days, is espoused with extra- 
ordinary splendour to the great Jewish king, who built 

c2 
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a palace for her in Lebanon — a name often used to sig- 
nify the Church, especially in Christian times. 

And then when the temple was built, and the services 
instituted according to the order; when Solomon was 
established on his throne of peace, and the kingdom 
was in its highest prosperity and glory, came the Queen 
of Sheba, with a very great train, from the uttermost 
parts of the earth, to hear his wisdom, and admire his 
magnificence. And it is recorded of her oflferings, 
" There came no more such abundance of spices as those 
which the Queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon." So 
at length, when the united elect Church is established in 
Christ, will the wide world of heathendom come with 
her vast multitudes, and spiritual oflferings of more value 
than spices and gold and precious stones, and lay them 
out for the acceptance of the Bridegroom-King. 

Whether by these and other events in his history this 
wisest of men was led to discern, as in dim foreshadows, 
glimpses of the higher forms of Divine love to appear in 
future ages — the advent of the great King, the espousals 
of the Gentiles, their union with the Jews, and the glory 
of the world-wide reign of Christ, or whether he under- 
stood but little of the pui'port of his own revelation, is a 
question we may not answer. Chosen by God for the 
work He called him to do, he was gifted by Him with 
wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and large- 
ness of heart as the sand on the sea shore (1 Kings, iv. 
29). His acute mind delighted in the enigmatic writing 
which he describes as " the words of the wise and their 
dark sayings."** The characteristics of the man are, 
however, in his inspired compositions, taken into the 
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service of God by a special consecration. His words, 
while they are, indeed his own, are also words which the 
Holy Ghost taught him. And we bend adoring over the 
" Song of Songs," knowing and feeling that it is the 
wisdom of God describing the love of God. 

The Song presents us with a beautiful example of 
Hebrew poetry, in its highest style of metaphor and 
arrangement. It is couched in a series of unexplained 
symbols ; and the parallels which form the groundwork 
or structure are complex and diversified. It has been 
called " The Book of the Garden but it might be 
compared to a garden of exquisite flowers laid out as a 
maze or labyrinth, where the one path winds in many a 
circle, yet still leads on to some attractive object in the 
midst. Or it might be likened to a musical composition 
where the principal melody sung by a single voice is 
followed by another as a duet. Another and another 
follow, each harmonising with the foregoing, till the 
ear and the imagination of the surprised listener is filled 
and satisfied with the beauty and sweetness of the 
accordant strains. And such is the history which the 
Song pourtrays. The path by which the Divine hand 
leads on the Church to her high destiny^ seems often 
perplexed and tortuous, a maze and a mystery. Through 
a long era one small nation, single and alone, offered its 
melody of praise. Then follows the harmony of the 
double-united Church of Jew and Gentile. At length 
the full chorus of joyful thanksgiving will be heard to 
arise. The poem appears to be designedly obscure. 
The parallels and symbols entwine the history in a 
maze of imagery. The parallels take us again and q^^usl 
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to the same point. Sometimes one begins before another 
ends. One glides into another and that into a third ; 
and on looking closely, we find both make part of the 
first or are included in it. (See Chap. i. 15, to iv. 7). 
But it is not . a mere parallelism of words or technical 
arrangement of paragraphs, we have before us here. 
Beneath the beautiful outward form of parallel and 
symbol, prophecy is veiled and spiritual analogies lie 
hidden. The correspondency of holy things, the order 
instituted by the wisdom of God in His dispensations of 
grace to man, are concealed. And yet so concealed that 
we may search into these mysteries of the Eternal Mind. 
While the unexplained symbols and the complex paral- 
lels hide from the mere cursory reader the truths 
involved in them, they are to the diligent enquirer a 
clue to discover them. 

In following the involutions of the parallels, we are 
guided by the repetition of certain symbols which mark 
their periods or changes. Thus the Fair Love, the 
Lily, and the Roe, are used not only as emblems in the 
Song but as signs to mark the portions into which it 
may be divided — the stages of the history represented. 
We observe throughout a constant tending to the 
climax ; at one point (iv. 7) we touch upon it, when the 
scene changes; we are presented with a different 
phase of the same era, or find it described with further 
particulars. 

The simplest division of the Song is the double 
series of parallel ; the first part ending at iv. 7 : the 
central point. This is complete in itself. The second 
series is expansive of the first and supplementary to it. 
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But it may he viewed more strictly as tripartite having 
its culmination in the centre. This form of parallel 
seems used to deepen the secret it enfolds, or hide it 
from the irreverent gaze or rude touch of the careless 
multitude.* The Song opens with the cry of the ancient 
Jewish Church for the coming of the Beloved (i. 2) ; it 
is wound up with the cry of the Christian Gentile, for 
the coming of the same Beloved (viii. 14) ; its grand 
climax heing the union of the whole united Church with 
its One Lord, in full glory, when we hear him say — 

" Thon art all fair, my Love ! 
There is no spot in thee." (iv. 7.) 

The intermediate parallels are sometimes set together 
in threes, and sometimes are divisible into three. This 
triple arrangement is in harmony with the Divine mys- 
tery of the Song which celebrates a threefold union ; — 
that of God and man in the person of the Beloved 
Christ ; that of Jew and Gentile as the double election 
and the one Church in Him; and the whole new creation 
joined together in one body as the fulness (complement) 
of Him that filleth all in all. (Ephesians i. 23.) 

Three principal manifestations of the Beloved are 
marked by the words I charge you," &c., at ii. 7, iii. 6, 
and viii. 4 ; and these correspond with the several parts 
or stages of the union symbolised. The middle charge, 
at iii. 5, celebrates the union of God and man in the 
incarnation of Christ. 

Three eras are indicated by the complex parallels and 
symbols — the Jewish, the Christian (more strictly the 
* Note A. 
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elect Christian), and the Millennial. The same charge, 
three times given, marks severally the climax of each. 
Of these three eras, the Christian forms the principal 
suhject. And this also is divisible into three. The 
glory of the beginning as in Pentecostal times (iii. 6 — 11, 
iv. 1 — 5) ; the long interval of the withdrawal of the 
Beloved (iv. 5 — vi. 3), with its scenes of bereavement, 
trial, and perplexity; and the greater glory of the 
end, as in pre-Millennial times (vi. 4 — 13, vii. 1 — 13), 
when the Church, united in one body, is blessed 
with extraordinary manifestations of the presence of 
Christ. 

The dramatis personce of the Song being represen- 
tative persons, varying from time to time in character 
and circumstances, adds not a little to the mystery. 
The Beloved, representing the God-Man, Christ Jesus, 
appears in two characters — as King, in the midst of His 
united Church ; and as a Shepherd, feeding among lilies, 
or likened to a roe or young hart upon the mountains. 
But the characters belong to the eras, and aid us in 
distinguishing them. The Beloved shows Himself as 
King in the prosperous and joyous days of the Church. 
His presence brings the joy. Thus He manifested 
Himself at the beginning of the Christian era, and will 
again more gloriously manifest Himself at its close. 
During the interval of the withdrawal He is known by 
the faithful as the Beloved feeding among the lilies, or 
is desired by them as a roe or young one of the harts on 
the mountains. 

The names and titles of the Church no less corre- 
spond with the eras, and characterise them. She is 
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represented as the Fair Love in her two seasons of 
prosperity, Pentecostal and Millennial ; huilt up of the 
elect Jew and the elect Gentile ; double, yet undivided. 
At the zenith of her glory, she is styled Prince's 
Daughter. During the time of shadows, or the with- 
drawal of the King, the elect Gentile Church, bereaved 
of its Jewish counterpart, is represented as Spouse and 
sister Spouse. 

The ancient Church is addressed by no distinctive 
name. She calls on her Bedeemer and future Deliverer 
as her Beloved. 

The Daughters represent the visible Church, attendant 
on the mystical ; and the Sons the teachers. 

The Companions seem to include both the Daughters 
and the Sons. 

The Virgins appear to represent newly-converted 
Churches gathered from the Gentiles. 

The Mother is the representative of our common 
nature. Mother's children are the unrenewed part of 
mankind. 

The prominent figure in the last chapter claims the 
Beloved as her Brother. Her only title is the Little 
Sister, a name which suits her character through a large 
portion of the Christian era. 

The principal parallels are shown in the following 
table, and they will be pointed out as we proceed. 
Those which belong to the ancient Church are joined 
into the circle of the Christian in the former part of the 
Song, ending at iv. 7. 



26 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



Table of the principal Paballels. 

i. 2—4, 5—14. 

ii. 7, iii. 6 viii. 4. 

ii. 1—16 iv. 6 vi. 3. 

iv. 5 vii. 3. 

ii. 8—17 iv. 6 viii. 14. 

i. 16 ; iv. 1—6 ... iv. 7 vi. 4—13 ... vii. 1—9, 10—13 

iii. 6 viii. 6 

iii. 7 — 11 viii 9 

iv. 8—11, 16 V. 16 

iv. 15 ... vi. 2 viii. 13 

V. 8 vi. 3 

viii. 1—6, 8—10, 11, 12 

Verses 2—17. 



Outline points of the prophetic history of the Churchy 
from the first dawn of grace to the fair prospect of 
establishment. 



Brief view of the subject in initial, 2—4. Salient 
points of the history of the Church during the with- 
drawal of the King, 5 — 14 ; unth hints of prosperity 
and establishment, 15 — 17. 

The union celebrated in this Song of Loves is myste- 
rious and complex. The marriage of the Divine nature 
with the human, and the marriage of the God-Man with 
a chosen portion of mankind, as the fii'stfruits of the 
redemption of the race, are symbolised. Another union, 
inseparable from these two, and elsewhere marked in 
Scripture, forms an important part of the Song. This 
is the marriage of Jew and Gentile in the one Church : 
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for, in the overflowing love of God, He took a double 
portion of Adam's posterity to share the joy and honour 
of being united to Christ as the Bride, the Lamb's 
wife. 

When the times of the Jews were fulfilled, the Captain 
of our salvation took on Him the seed of Abraham, and 
was born into the bosom of the Jewish Church. At His 
ascension into heaven, the chosen Gentiles were called 
into the Church. After a brief season of joyful union, 
the Gentile Church must fulfil its course alone, till its 
times also should be fulfilled. Then will come the 
triumphant reunion of both together in Christ and with 
EQm. 

This great subject is set before us in the Song. The 
first short paragraph of balanced sentences and mystic 
symbols comprehends its initial or germ. 

2—4. 

" Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth," &o. 
The ancient Church had no sooner received the promise 
from God of the Divine Man who should be her Lord 
and Deliverer, than she longed for its fulfilment. Age 
after age she looked and waited for the coming of the 
Son of God in the flesh, as her Kinsman, Bedeemer, 
and Bridegroom-King, who should breathe into her of 
His Spirit as by face to face, and mouth to mouth. 

"For thy love is better than wine." In the Old 
Testament dispensation, as in the New, wine typified the 
joyful communion of saints in the redemption of God. 
The wine mingled with the sacrifice, and poured on the 
atoning altar, is precious as a pledge of Divine love. 
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How much more the love itself, shed abroad in the 
longing heart ! Oh ! how much more the fulfilment of 
these earnest desires, in the advent and immediate 
presence of the expected Holy One ! 

" Because of the savour of thy good ointments." The 
sacrifice made by Christ when He offered Himself 
without spot to God, is figured by " the savour of His 
good ointments." " Christ's body crucifying," says an 
old writer, " was the breaking open a box of precious 
ointment which filled heaven and earth with perfume." 

"Thy name is as ointment poured forth." The 
message of salvation through faith in the Name which 
is above every name is as the pouring forth of fragrance. 
In the days of the apostles and early disciples the name 
of Christ was sounded throughout the known world. 
They went everywhere preaching the Word. 

" Therefore do the virgins love thee." The reception 
of the good news by the chosen of the Lord is here 
signified. The young Christian Church was formed of 
an elect, regenerate portion of the ancient Jewish, and 
of an election from the Gentiles. The term " virgins " 
seems especially applicable to the newly-converted 
Gentiles who were then espoused to Christ.* 

" Draw me ; after thee we run." The interchange 
of the singular and plural in this and the following lines 
shows the newly-formed Church as one, and yet more 
than one. The Christian-Jewish Church, drawn by 
Christ, is quickly followed by the new Gentile Churches ; 
and they are joined together by Himself, the One Head 
and Saviour of the body. 

* 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
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" The king." The mention of the King marks an 
age in the history when Christ manifests His power and 
grace in a special manner. This He did when, as 
anointed King of the spiritual heavenly Jerusalem, He 
bore our nature to the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven, where, by virtue of the promise made to His 
forefathers according to the flesh, the God-Man lives 
and reigns for evermore. Solomon's great throne of 
ivory, overlaid with the best gold, dimly foreshadowed 
the purity, majesty, and strength of the mediatorial 
throne of Christ our King. 

" The king hath brought me into his chambers." "We 
may suppose this to represent the reception by the 
newly-exalted King of the election from the Gentiles, 
or the Gentile-Christian Church, which was Ahen espoused 
to Christ, and admitted to the communion of saints, as 
into the presence-chambers of the King, and set as a 
queen at His right hand. (See Ps. xlv.) 

" We will be glad and rejoice in thee," is the exclama- 
tion of the young united Christian Church while Christ 
was present with it in a peculiar manner by His Spirit. 
WhUe the Bridegroom is with them, the children of the 
bridechamber cannot mourn. 

" We will remember thy love more than wine." The 
extraordinary presence of Christ in His newly-created 
body, the Christian Church, was after a season with- 
drawn; but His love is still set forth in His holy 
institutions until He come again. As the saints of 
old longed for the manifestation of their Eedeemer, 
accounting His love better than the wine of costly sacri- 
fices, the enlarged Christian Church remembers that love 



80 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



in the eucharistic sacrifice, and longs for renewed expres- 
sions of it in the joy of His presence. 

" The upright love thee.'* Here is an implied hint 
that all who profess to follow Christ do not love Him in 
sincerity; and we shall find more of this hereafter. There 
must be a falling away before the greater glory of the end. 

6—14. 

There follows now a parallel, or sequence of short 
parallels, in which the salient points of the prophetic 
history are represented. Every one a germ of thought, 
shadows out a story. On cursory reading these verses 
might seem unconnected, but they are not so. They 
are nicely balanced, and adjusted with the beautiful 
regularity which is the essence of Divine poetry. The 
Jews applied these summary sketches 4o the history of 
their Church from the time of the Exodus to the building 
of their expected third temple. We apply them to scenes 
in the Christian era. 

The verses 5 — 14 may be viewed as one complex 
parallel, representing scenes during the withdrawal of 
the King, relieved by a short brilliant triumph in the 
midst ; or as a series of short parallels, beginning with 
two sketches of the trials of the Chm-ch (5, 6, and 7, 8) ; 
a joyous scene (9 — 12) ; and again two brief sketches, 
corresponding in character with those at 5 — 8. The 
verses 15 — 17 glance at the prosperity of the Church at 
the beginning and close of the era. 

6, 6. 

" Black am I, but comely," &c. Jewish commentators 
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have applied this picture to their nation after the Exodus. 
But the Christian Church has also its long bondage and 
gracious redemption; and her adversaries are symbolised 
in Scripture under the old names, Egypt and Babylon.* 
Thus the story of the past suits her still — old, and yet 
ever new. When we hear her cry, " I am black as the 
tents of Kedar,** we have an intimation of her exile or 
captivity amid strangers or false brethren. She is 
dwelling in their tents, and in outward show resembling 
them. But as, among some of the wandering tribes, 
the tents of the nobles are hung with inner curtains of 
coloured broidery, so the true Church, obscured though 
she may be by surrounding defilements, is " all glorious 
within and of this inwrought glory the purple and 
gold of Solomon's curtains were but shadows. 

" daughters of Jerusalem.'* The Church was 
before represented as attended by virgins (verse 3). 
Her members and congregations were, in the primitive 
days, comparatively pure. Now she calls those about 
her ** daughters of Jerusalem." The speaker here may 
be viewed as the spiritual or mystical Church, consisting 
of all those and only those who are united to Christ 
through the Spirit. Her attendants are figurative of 
the visible Church or Churches ; and they are shown as 
more or less pure in different parts of the history. 

Look not upon me, because I am black, because the 
sun hath looked upon me." Too often has the faithful 
Church been looked on with doubt or suspicion by those 
who claim to be her representatives, and are called by 
her name. Poor and afflicted is her character through 
• See Rev. xi. 8, and xviii. 2, &c. 
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many a long age. Because she rejects the gaudy shows 
brought into the professed sanctuary in place of reve- 
rential worship, and the setting forth of God's holy 
Word, she is utterly contemned by those who bring 
them. The sun may be emblematic of civil or eccle- 
siastical government ; and too often has its power been 
used to oppress and degrade the saints and witnesses of 
Christ. 

" My mother's children were angry with me." The 
mother in the Song signifies our common nature taken 
in the abstract. Mother's children are the unrenewed 
part of mankind. All are children of one mother, but 
not all brethren in Christ ; and those who are born after 
the flesh only have in every age persecuted those who 
are born after the Spirit. (Ps. cxxix. 1—3.) 

" They made me keeper of the vineyards," &c. When 
the primitive Church lost its purity, when it apostatised 
from the one faith in the One Mediator, it might well be 
represented as vineyards of "mother's children." Yet 
here for several ages the servants of Christ were held in 
durance. They were constrained to minister in services 
of a corrupted Christianity, or, if objecting, were forced 
into silence. Some were employed in the secular work 
of the vast community which still bore the name of the 
Church, and others in religious oflSlces fast degenerating 
into bare formalities or even gross idolatries. 

And where was the vineyard of the true Church 
during these ages ? and who kept it ? Alas ! well 
might she exclaim, "My vineyard, mine own, have I 
not kept!"* 

* Young's Translation. 
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7, 8. 

" Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, where,'* &c. 
If the preceding sketch shows the outward condition of 
the Church in captivity or exile, this gives an idea of 
its inward life of disquietude and enquiry. That it is 
the spiritual part of the Church which here appeals to i*.3 
Lord, is indicated hy the expression " Thou whom my 
soul loveth." There was a vast body of professed 
Christians, through which those who loved Christ were 
diffused as the spirit or soul. From this inner circle 
ascends the voice of prayer, " Tell me where thou 
feedest/' &c. The Chief Shepherd, the One Beloved, is 
as if absent, and His wandering and diminished flock 
knows not whither to turn for the green pastures and 
still waters of salvation. ** The word of the Lord was 
precious in those days ; there was no open vision no 
recognised place of Christ's presence, where the faithful 
meet together. And yet there is hope in the cry. The 
Beloved is feeding, and causing to rest at noon. A time 
of blessed revival and clear shining comes in the midst 
of the years of sorrow. 

But the enquirer adds an urgent plea to move the pity 
or jealousy of her Beloved. " Why should I be as one 
that tumeth aside (or is veiled) by the flocks of thy 
companions?" The spiritual members of the great 
professing Church were involved in its errors before they 
duly perceived they had lost the right path ; and now 
they are as if hidden and shut in among the assemblies 
called flocks of thy companions." They have lost 
their distinctive character. They have well-nigh given 
up their open avowal of - Christ. The true Church is as 

D 
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one covered or veiled. The companions seem to include 
both the daughters and the sons now, in opposition to 
the true Guide and Teacher. They are called com- 
panions because they profess fellowship with Him. 

The answer of the Beloved implies a gentle reproof, 
" If thou know not followed by the commendation, 
" thou fairest among women." The visible Churches 
are as women; the mystical the fairest among them 
— not as one community pure in comparison of others 
who have defiled themselves ; rather as individuals dis- 
persed through them. Such were the 7,000 who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal in a time of general apos- 
tasy; and such were the 144,000 in the vision of 
St. John,* sealed for preservation through the longer 
apostasy of Christendom. Yet, though existing as 
a remnant of scattered individuals, they are one in 
Christ. 

The fervid questioning of these seekers after truth 
resulted in the great revival of the Middle Ages. The 
Word of God translated, preached, printed, and circu- 
lated, was the chief instrument of effecting it. This 
Holy Word bade the faithful go their way forth from 
communities that were not the Lord's. It directed them 
to trace anew the footsteps of the flock as delineated in 
the histories and doctrines of Scripture, and lay open 
and return to the one path where the sheep follow the 
Good Shepherd. 

" And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents." 
The Christians of these times are represented by kids, 
as being weak in faith, and small in number. The shep- 
* Note B. 
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herds are contrasted with the companions of the 7th 
verse. The word for tents in the original is the same 
as that used for the sacred Tabernacle, the dwelling- 
place of Jehovah-Jesus. In the Church's greatest 
extremities, the true light shines in Holy Scripture ; 
and there the voice of the eternal Word may be heard — ^ 
a voice repeated and confirmed by chosen witnesses, the 
shepherds of the flock of Christ. 

9—12. 

" I have compared thee, my love," &c. The abrupt 
transitions which occur here and there in the Song aptly 
show the great and sometimes sudden changes which 
take place in the Church. Now for a season it is 
partially concealed and inactive; its members are scarcely 
known to each other ; and the tents of the shepherds 
are removed into comers. Then comes a time of 
demonstration and action. Such a change is represented 
here. The company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots, 
caparisoned and harnessed, strong and courageous, 
moving swiftly together, is a channing picture of the 
leaders of the Church, when, freed by the power of 
Christ from the restraints which held them, they engage 
as with one heart in carrying abroad His Gospel. Such 
a company appeared at the Keformation. The mention 
of Pharaoh gives us a hint of the bondage of the 
Church in Egypt. At the exodus of the children of 
Israel, they took with them great treasure, so that it is 
said, " They spoiled the Egyptians." But their jewels 
of silver, and their jewels of gold, were as nothing in 
comparison of the Word of God, His everlasting Gospel, 
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and the holy sacraments brought out of the New Testa- 
ment Egypt in triumph by this company of Christ's 
servants. 

my love ! " This is the first time we meet with 
the epithet which so often occurs afterwards in the 
addresses of the Beloved to the loved one. It is derived 
from a root which signifies to feed, or to supply with 
food ; to eat as flocks do, or to feed them as a shepherd. 
(Ps. xxiii. and Ixxx.) In the 7th verse of this chapter 
the loved one calls on her Beloved to know where he 
feeds ; and in reply he teUs her to go forth and feed her 
kids by the tents of the shepherds. The word is applied 
to the Beloved at v. 16, ** This is my friend." It is 
used in the plural at v. 1, " Eat, friends." We have 
only to glance through the Song to find how the idea of 
feeding together pervades it. The Beloved feeds among 
the lilies, and feeds in the gardens ; he eats and drinks, 
and calls upon his friends and beloved ones to eat 
and drink also. So the Church lives in and by Christ 
as the Word of God, receives of His Spirit, increases 
with His increase, and is filled with His fulness. And 
Christ, in and by His Church, gathers together all 
His chosen, receiving continual accessions of the re- 
newed and converted children of man, making them 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. 
(Eph. V. 80.) 

" Thy cheeks are comely with rows, thy neck with 
chains." The countenance is uncovered and adorned. 
The Church is no longer as one veiled or hidden. She 
is become an open witness for God and righteousness. 
The word used in the original for rows has been rendered 
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circlet, and it may signify her return to something of 
the order and purity of primitive times. 

The neck, as compared with chapter iv. 4 and 9, may 
be regarded as the symbol of the witnessing or preaching 
portion of the Church;* and it is now decked with 
chains. The testimony of Jesus, His doctrines set 
forth, His ordinances duly administered, are the most 
lovely ornaments of the Church, and they are the 
appointed means of its enlargement. 

" We will make thee borders of gold with studs of 
silver." The successful issue of this sudden demon- 
stration of the Gospel is intimated by the borders 
(circlet) of gold, and the studs of silver. The former 
may represent the additions made to the Church, and 
the latter those shining spots which soon after the 
Reformation began to sparkle here and there in the more 
distant regions of the dark heathen world. The term 
silver is generally used in the Song with reference to 
new converts from the Gentiles or heathen. 

" While the king sitteth at his table," or " While 
the king is in his circle." The picture of the King 
in his tjircle, for so the word rendered table literally 
signifies (" sitteth " is an addition), appears to be syn- 
chronous with that immediately preceding, where the 
Church is represented in her circlet. The mention of 
the King marks those ages of the history when the sun- 
shine of His presence brings prosperity and joy. Thus 
He showed Himself as King and Lord when He revived 
His work in the midst of the dark years of desolation ; 
and thus, in a more extraordinary manner, in the 
• Note C. 
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brighter day of the early Church. And to this point the 
mention of the King in his circle,* or revolution, takes 
us round by a sudden turn (verse 4). As the same 
characteristic features are seen at every time of the 
Church's triumphs, so they are often signified by the 
same terms or metaphors ; and a reference to one such 
time leads or reverts to the description of another. 

" My spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof." The 
young Christian Church, rejoicing in the presence of the 
King, received from Him the savour of His good oint- 
ments (verse 8). His grace was poured out upon her, 
and breathed into her, as a newly-betrothed Eastern 
bride is purified and perfumed with precious odours. 
In every time of revival, she receives anew of the same 
Unction of the Holy One, and diffuses it around. Grace 
flows, and believers are multiplied. The primitive and 
purer days of Christianity seem to return. Every season 
of revival is a season of expectation, and an earnest of 
the return of the King. But His return here is no 
sooner indicated by this short burst of sunshine, than 
the long era of His withdrawal is again set before us in 
two brief parallels. 

13. 

" A bundle of myrrh is my Beloved to me," &c. 
Here the Church is in a state of comparative inactivity, 
as at night, when labour is suspended. The similitude 
suggests limitation, reticence. Her sweet odours cease 
to flow out. Yet, though in a languishing state, she 

* Buxtorf considers the word used in the Hebrew to signify 
a circuit, or going round. 
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has her depositaries and witnesses, and is secretly and 
silently sustained and quickened by Christ. He, as 
atoning Priest and Sacrifice, is symbolised by the bundle 
of myrrh. The Church says of it, " Between my breasts 
it lodgeth." Jewish doctors expounded this symbol of 
the cherubim. Formed out of the same piece of gold 
with the mercy-seat, they may well be supposed to 
represent the spiritual, holy, elect Church, in its twin 
form, partaking, with Christ, of the Divine nature 
dwelling in and with Him. 

14. 

" My Beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire." 
There are two principal phases of the character and 
condition of the Church during the withdrawal of the 
King — long-suflfering endurance, and patient labour; 
and the Beloved is, to His Church engaged in His work, 
as a cluster of camphire (fragrant flowers) diflfusing 
around her the precious odour of His great atoning 
sacrifice.* 

This work of the Church is represented as taking 
place in the vineyards of Engedi (eye or fountain of the 
kid), a district near the Dead Sea, sometimes called the 
Wilderness of Engedi. It lay just on the boundary of 
the promised land. Since the time of the Reformation, 
the Church has not only continued to publish the 
knowledge of Christ, amid many discouragements, within 
her own borders, but she has sent her representatives 
and labourers to the regions beyond them. 

• See Job xxxiii. 24, where the word copheVf here rendered 
" camphire/' is rendered " atonement" or " ransom." 
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15—17. 

'* Behold thou art fair, my love, behold thou art fair," 
&c. This initial of the Church's beauty or prosperity, 
is expanded at iv. 1 — 5, and again further enlarged at 
vi. 4 — to vii. 13. At iv. 7 we have the climax or full 
perfection of the Church. 

The normal condition of the Christian Church is 
unity; her chief characteristic, duality. Both are set 
forth in the short sentence, Behold thou art fair, my 
love, behold thou art fair its unity in the individual 
address, its duality in the doubling of the plaudit. The 
double commendation seems also to point to the two 
glorious periods of her history, one at the beginning and 
the other at the close of the Christian era. "Thine 
eyes are doves," or rather, " Thy two eyes are doves." 
The eyes of the Church may represent those of its 
members who receive and reflect in especial degree the 
true light. It is a dual figure, and like two eyes are 
Jew and Gentile teachers set together in the one body of 
Christ, in mutual harmony, perfect symmetry and exact 
correspondence. And they are like doves in purity, 
fidelity, and love. 

" Behold thou art fair, my Beloved," &c. When the 
Church is in a prosperous condition, Christ is highly 
extolled by her ministers and members. The praises of 
the Beloved and the Fair Love are here responsive. 
But instead of the repetition of the phrase, "Behold 
thou art fair," another is added, "yea, pleasant." The 
Church has her seasons of beauty or prosperity ; but the 



CHAP. I. 15 — 17. 



41 



Beloved is Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. 

"Also our bed is green."* Our bed may be con- 
sidered as the initiative of the Christian Church. When 
Christ visited the chosen people, as the Day-spring 
from on high, new life breathed on the remnant of the 
ancient Church. Her children are as drops of dew 
from "the womb of the morning." Converts from 
Jew and Gentile throng around her, and are gathered 
to Christ. A new creation rises ; a new order of things 
is instituted. 

" The beams of our house," &c. Here we have inti- 
mation of establishment, and a settled condition. " Our 
bed" becomes "our house." It is a beautiful figure of 
the dwelling of Christ with His Church. 

The Temple of Solomon was an outward demonstration 
of the spiritual house of Christ and the Church, in which 
they take mutual delight. The majestic enduring cedar, 
the strong and pleasant fir, show the imperishable 
materials of which this mystical house is composed. 
The Temple of Solomon passed away as a shadow, 
that this nobler reality might be set up and last for 
ever. It is here represented in a prosperous state of 
forwardness. 

The Christian Church in its primitive days corre- 
sponded to this emblematic description. Its strong men 
were as pillars, and worshippers flowed around like 
galleries or corridors. Then followed a time of trouble, 
and the work seemed to cease. But the day of pros- 
perity wiU return with the return of the King ; and the 
* Note D. 
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spiritual building will be reared up and perfected. To 
this object is the whole mystery of Divine love tending, 
as symbolised in the Song, and as actually unfolding and 
to be unfolded in the world around us. 



CHAPTEE n. 



COMPLEX OUTLINE IN THE FORM OF AN JEPANODOS"* OR IN- 
TROVERTED PARALLEL, WHICH EXTENDS TO VERSE 5 
OF THE THIRD CHAPTER. 

Initial view of the Gentile Church, with the gathering of 
the whole Church by Christ, 1 — 7. The lone Jewish 
Church as in the times before Christ is represented, 
8 — 9. The call to the Church generally by the 
preaching of the Gospel, 10 — 13 : these verses form 
the centre of the epanodos. The lone Gentile Church 
is represented in 14, 15, as the lone Jewish at 8, 9. 
This is followed by a view of the Gentile Church and 
the Jewish, both among the shadows; the latter waiting 
for the first coming of Christy and the former for His 
second, 16, 17. Initial view of the Jewish Church, 
iii. 1 — 5, corresponding to that of the Gentile at the 
commencement of the epanodos, ii. 1 — 7. 

WE now find ourselves in the most intricate part of 
the Song, where one parallel runs into another 
* Note E. 
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successively. These parallels may be traced from 
chapter i. 15, to iv. 7 ; as follows : — 

i. 15 — ^iv. 7. 

ii. 1 — iii. 5. 
ii. 7— iii. 5. 
ii. 1—16. 
ii. 8—17. 
ii. 10—13. 

The first is an inclusive parallel ; the others being 
comprehended in it. It reaches to the middle point of 
the Song iv. 7. The second is complex and introverted. 
It includes the four single parallels from ii. 1, to iii. 5. 
It forms what has been called an epanodos. That is a 
stanza so constructed that the first lines are parallel 
with the last : the second with the penultimate and so 
throughout, in an order that looks inward. 

ii. 1 — iii. 5. 

Through the intricacies of this complex parallel we 
trace, by means of the symbols, the double path of the 
double Church. The ancient Jewish and the Christian 
Gentile, in their several periods of loneliness, and their 
union together in and by Christ, are symbolised. A 
brief epitome is given of the history of the second, as 
the lily of the valleys, ending with the manifestation 
of the Beloved (1 — 7). The ancient Church is then 
shown looking and waiting for her Beloved (8, 9). A 
short and beautiful parallel forms the centre of the 
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epanodos (10 — 13). The lone Gentile Church is again 
seen in verses 14 and 15, as the ancient is represented 
at 8 and 9. The 16th and 17th belong in a peculiar 
manner to both. Proceeding to the third chapter we 
find an exact countei'part to the sketch of the lone Gen- 
tile Church (ii. 2 — 7) in a sketch of the Jewish, (iii. 1 — 5.) 
Both end with a manifestation of the Beloved. 

"I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the 
valleys." It may be assumed here that the figure of 
the lily relates to the Gentile portion of the Christian 
Church,* an assumption for which reasons may be found 
in the use afterwards made of this prominent symbol. 
The rose of Sharon may suggest its counterpart, the 
Jewish portion. At the beginning of the Christian dis- 
pensation the one Church was twofold ; but the Jews fell 
away, and the response of the Beloved refers only to the 
latter symbol, the lily ; omitting to notice the former, 
the Jewish part of the Christian Church being for a long 
season in abeyance. It is a rosebud rather than a full- 
blov>'n flower — (See Parkhurst). It is here set in its 
place with the lily as a representative figure. For the 
Jews are not lost from the Church while our King 
Solomon lives and reigns, and patriarchs, prophets and 
apostles, live and speak in the sacred writings. 

The lily {shushan) of the valleys, takes its name 
from its six leaves or petals, and its vivid silvery white- 
ness. The more showy lilies of the East are confined to 
the hill pastures. It contains within it seven apices or 
chives ; that is, six single headed, and one triple headed 
* Note F. 
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in the midst. In a perfect specimen of the plant there- 
are seven flowers on the spike ; one at the head, and six 
on the sides of the stem. It reminds us of the golden 
candlestick in the Tabernacle and Temple, with its six 
branches shooting out from the shaft in the midst ; 
three branches out of the one side, and three branches 
out of the other, with its own lamp at the head. The 
very words of the description seem to identify the flower 
and the candlestick -^branches, calicos, knops or pome- 
granates and lily-like blossoms.* 

" As the lily among thorns," &c. The Beloved takes up 
the image used by the friend, and adds to it a character 
of distinctive loveliness. Is the lily a flower of the low 
valleys ? It is both fragrant and beautiful; the more so 
as contrasted with the thorns among which it grows, 
" So is my love among the daughters." So is the mys- 
tical Church of Christ as it exists intermingled among 
the professing Churches ; here and elsewhere signified 
by the daughters. That they are compared to thorns 
shows them in a corrupt state ; and they can lay no 
claim to the unity of doctrine and purity of conduct 
which characterise the one faithful Church, whose mem- 
bers foj the most part are scattered among them. 

But however dispersed the members of this commu- 
nity, the Lord knoweth them that are His, and they 
know their Divine Lord and Heavenly Teacher, and 
proclaim His excellency. " As the apple tree among the 
trees of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons," 
sets Him forth as the true Teacher, distinguished and 
appreciated by His Church, among the many who profess 
* Note G. 
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to come in His name, publish His doctrine, and claim 
the honour and authority of His messengers ; therefore 
called ** sons." But as the trees of the wood are various 
in kind, bearing worthless fruit or none at all, so are the 
merely professed or false teachers of the Christian 
world. " By their fruits ye shall know them." 

The teaching of Christ is the same from the begin- 
ning. The covenant of Jehovah with the Redeemer that 
should come to Zion, holds good to the end of time ; — 
** My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have 
put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, saith Jehovah, from henceforth and 
for ever.*' — (Isaiah lix. 21.) 

" I sat down under his shadow," &c. This is a lovely 
picture of repose and refreshment. The faithful preach- 
ing of Christ represents Him as the shadow does the 
substance. The truths of the Gospel are signified by 
the fruit of the Beloved, and they are the very life of the 
Church. " Thy words were found and I did eat them ; 
and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart." — (Jeremiah xv. 16.) 

"He brought me to the banqueting-house " (house 
of wine), a place of rest, festive joy, and welcome. Wine, 
as a symbol of ordinances of worship duly celebrated, 
belongs to those happy seasons in the Church when her 
members meet together in open communion. The 
banner of love marks one of those glorious displays of 
the grace of Christ when He visits His chosen and 
gathers them in victory and peace. 

" Stay me with flagons," (or gi-ape cakes) &c. Here 
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seems a change in the experience of the Church when 
she seeks her Beloved and is weary of waiting so long 
for her God. Yet her expectations are based on His 
promises and she looks and longs for their fulfilment. 
Her prayers become more instant and importunate as 
the Beloved draws near. And thus it will be, before the 
glorious revelation of Himself, elsewhere called "the 
marriage of the Lamb." 

"His left hand under my head, and his right hand 
doth embrace me," is a symbol of the gathering of the 
Church together by its Divine Lord. The head may 
signify its chief portion, to which in their order are to 
be compacted and united all the members, in their 
several places and relations by Christ. And this He 
does by the power of His Spirit, frequently represented 
as the hand of the Lord. The double image, left hand 
and right hand, seems again to refer to the Church as 
twofold.* In the Pentecostal or primitive days the elect 
Gentiles were joined by Christ to the Christian Jews, 
who then constituted the figurative head : at the close of 
the era, the pre-millennial days when the King will return 
in the power of the same Spirit, the Jews will be joined 
to the Christian Gentiles. Ephraim is now become 
" the strength of her head." 

"I charge you, Daughters," &c. This charge 
occurs with a slight but significant variation three 
times ; here, and at iii. 5, and viii. 4. It marks three 
extraordinary manifestations of the presence and love of 
Christ. It may proceed either from the Beloved or the 
Loved one. Probably the latter; as the Beloved never 
* Note H. 
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addresses the Daughters, unless indeed in this charge. 
But it deprecates, on the part of hoth, whatever might 
disturb the holy communion or break the glad repose. 
The word rendered "my love," rather signifies the 
loye." It is not the same as my friend or love, and may 
perhaps..be. viewed as subjective. 

The Daughters of Jerusalem, representing the outward 
Church or Churches, are addressed. With them the 
danger of disturbance is supposed, and from them it is 
likely, sooner or later, to arise. They are charged by 
(on account of) "the roes and the hinds of the field." 
The name sehaoth given to the roes or gazelles, is derived 
from a word signifying to assemble or meet together in 
orderly troops, according to the natural habits of these 
animals. It also implies the idea of will, desire, pur- 
pose. — (Parkhurst.) The roes and hinds of the field may 
thus be a symbol of the Lord's flock, and His choice of 
them. In the 8th and 9th verses the Beloved is com- 
pared to a roe or young one of the harts, corresponding 
with the roes and hinds, and intimating the mutual 
love and constancy of Christ and His Church. 

This adjuration has a peculiar significancy. At iii. 5, 
it expresses the joy of the ancient Church at the incar- 
nation of the Lord Jesus; and the consequent as- 
sembling of Jews and Gentiles, as the roes and hinds of 
the field in the Christian; so marking the period or 
climax of the Old Testament dispensation, and hinting 
at that of the enlarged New. Here it shows the Church's 
joy at the return of her Lord, and the re-assembling 
of the elect in and by Him. And this is no sooner 
represented than by an association of ideas (humanly 
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speaking) the words put into her mouth, "I charge 
you," &c., instantly suggest the same cry used to signify 
her joy at His first coming (iii. 5). To this corre- 
sponding event the next verses refer or point. We ai*e 
thus taken to view first one side and then the other of 
the double Church. The last is first and the first last, 
that neither may be before nor after the other — greater 
nor less than the other. 

The ancient Church is now the speaker. 

" The voice of my Beloved," &c. We recognise in 
this voice the call of the Divine Word to His ancient 
Church, when before His incarnation. His delights were 
with the sons of men ; and He condescended in many a 
gracious promise to reveal Himself as the Seed of the 
woman, the Seed of Abraham, the Son of David ; Man, 
Jehovah, Messiah, Kedeemer, Deliverer. " Behold He 
cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the 
hills.'* The mountains and hills here may symbolise 
the kingdom or government of God through the Mediator. 
A way had been devised in the counsels of Jehovah, that 
His banished might not be expelled from Him. And 
lo ! the Messenger of the Covenant, the Son of God, in 
the form of a creature His hands had made, swift as a 
roe or young one of the harts, is seen hasting to accom- 
plish the work He had undertaken. Behold He comes 
to reveal Himself to the Church He loved from eternity, 
and for which He is content to give Himself. 

" My Beloved is like a roe or young one of the harts." 
This symbol, suggested by the mention of the roes and 
hinds of the field in the seventh verse, connects the two 
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series of illustrations relating one to the New Testament 
Church, and the other to the Old. 

"Behold He standeth hehind our wall." The insti- 
tutions appointed hy God for working out His gracious 
designs among men, are frequently represented in Scrip- 
ture by buildings. City, temple, house, wall, stone, are 
used to show the setting up of a new economy by means 
of which God may dwell among men. The stone that 
Jacob put for his pillow and afterwards set up for a 
pillar, he declared should be Gcd*s house ; in token of 
the revelation made to him concerning the Messiah. 
The wall, called our wall, may signify the ritual of the 
Levitical law. Behind ceremonial forms used to build 
up the Church, Christ stands and is seen by faith. Here 
are windows (opening Godwards) through which the 
Beloved looks intently, and attracts the object of His 
love. Here is a lattice — means of communication, framed 
by infinite wisdom and grace, through which the Mediator 
reveals Himself in a mystery to those who look for Him. 
(1 Cor. xiii. 12.) 

10—13. 

** My Beloved spake and said unto me, Kise up,'* &c. 
This beautiful parallel, marked by the words, — **My 
Love, my Fair One," unites the symbols which pourtray 
the condition of the ancient Church in verses 8 and 9, 
and those which characterise certain periods in the 
history of the Christian in verses 14, 15, 16. Thus it 
joins in one the Old Testament Church with the New ; 
beginning with the former, and closing with the latter. 
It may be called the era of preaching ; or the procla- 

E 2 
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mation of the good news first by the Lord Himself, and 
confirmed by His apostles and ministers. It was through 
the preaching of Christ that the Christian Church, 
gathering into its bosom Jews and Gentiles, was con- 
stituted. Of this union, which marked the first coming 
of the Lord, we have a further hint in the double call, 
and the double epithet, ** Arise, my Love, my Fair One, 
and come away.'* It was the time of love, and the day 
of espousals. 

" For lo, the winter is past," &c., sets forth in lively 
colours the spiritual revival which hailed the Church, 
when the Sun of Righteousness arose with healing in 
His wings. The few faithful who then represented and 
formed it, had watched through the night of a long and 
gloomy winter. How welcome then was the call to 
rejoice in the tokens of a gracious renewal! How 
wondrous the spiritual awakening of Pentecostal times ! 
Converts sprang up like flowers covering the face of 
the earth; the air is vocal with songs of praise; 
and the Gospel of peace is carried everywhere by 
the messengers of Christ, swift as the wings of a 
dove, and sweet as her gentle voice. Fruit begins to 
appear in the newly-planted Churches to the glory of 
Christ. 

" my Dove ! This seems an abrupt transition ; 
but we have here set before us touches of the sorrow, 
delay, and disappointment which awaited the lately 
rejoicing Church. A change has passed over it; the 
Jewish portion has disappeared, and the Gentile as " the 
dumb dove among strangers,"* flies to its covert in the 
* Psalm Ivi. Title. 
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rock. It is the time of shadows when the Bridegroom 
is gone, and the children of the bride-chamher mourn. 
It is the time of lonely complaining, earnest pleading, 
and arduous labour that appears almost fruitless. The 
dove in the clefts of the rock shows the remnant of the 
true Church in security though in dangerous days ; the 
foxes spoiling the vineyards shows its outward condition 
in distress and disorder. And these scenes are syn- 
chronous one with the other, or partially so. We cannot 
trace the history of the Church, after its early and 
brilliant successes, without following the saints of God 
into hiding places where they fled like a timorous 
dove, when the arm of the persecutor was let loose 
against them. 

But Jesus Christ, still delighting in His Church, 
invites her from her retirement. "Let me see thy 
countenance,** let the open profession of love and fidelity 
be renewed ; " Let me hear thy voice,*' let the utterance 
of united prayer and praise resound. She must take 
heart; and acknowledge her Lord in perilous as in 
joyous times. Such testimony is honourable and ac- 
ceptable to Him. 

The foxes that spoil the vineyards of Christ and the 
Church, are emblematic of false teachers and corrupt 
rulers who waste and tread down God*s heritage ; and 
resemble these destructive creatures in cunning rapacity 
and cruelty. **By little foxes,** says an old writer, 
" some understand such as seem devout and very humble, 
and yet preach hurtful and poisonous doctrine; yea, 
bring in damnable heresies, which greatly tend to the 
spoiling of God*s vineyard.** Thus hopeful appearances 
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of good, like tender grapes or vine blossoms, have been 
once and again disappointed. 

16, 17. 

" My Beloved is mine, and I am His, He feedeth 
among the lilies." As Christ gives Himself for and to 
the Church, so the Church gives herself for and to 
Christ. As He took part of the same flesh and blood 
with those He came to redeem. He is to them **a 
quickening spirit living in them, working by them, 
and at length reigning through them. He directs, con- 
trols, and actuates them ; blesses, prospers, and estab- 
lishes the work of their hands. 

The feeding of the Beloved among the lilies, signifies 
the growth of the mystical body of Christ, as in a sacred 
enclosure from the Gentiles. Here He gathers His 
chosen all through the specified era. And as their 
numbers increase, the promise of His return grows 
brighter. He feeds among the lilies, until the day break 
and the shadows flee away. 



16 
17 



/My Beloved is mine, and I am His : 
He feedeth among the lilies, 
Until the day break 
And the shadows flee away^ 
Turn (or Tarn round). 
And be thou like, my Beloved, 
To a roe or young one of the harts, 
Upon the mountains of Bether. 



These lines are very significant. They form one of 
the important turns of the poem. The words in italics 
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belong equally to the Gentile Church and the Jewish. 
They belong to the Gentile who knows her Beloved 
feeding among the lilies. And also to the Jewish, who 
prays her Beloved to show Himself as a roe or young 
one of the harts on the mount xins of Bether — intersection 
or division between Jew and Gentile. Thus in their 
several time of shadows, now one and now the other, 
waits and prays for the turning of the Beloved. All 
through the Gentile time of shadows — the withdrawal of 
the Beloved as King, He is recognised by the faithful in 
their retired places like deep valleys, where they wait 
for His return as King. The ancient Church in her 
time of shadows is seen looking for her Beloved on the 
mountains of division. 

Taken back in idea to this point, we find in the begin- 
ning of the next chapter (iii. 1 — 5) a brief epitome of her 
peculiar history, which forms a counterpart to that of 
the Gentile Church at ii. 1 — 7. This completes the 
intioverted parallel. 



CHAPTER m. 



THE ESPOUSALS. 



Initial view of the Jewish Church, corresponding to that of 
the Gentile at ii. 1 — 7. (1-5) This ends with tlie first 
advent of Christ as that with the second. The calling 
and reception by Christ of the elect OentileSy and their 
union with the Jews in the Christian Church, follow 
the incarnation of Christ represented at verse 4. This 
complex U7iion, natural and spiritiLal, human and 
Divine y constitutes the espousals of the Song (4 — 11.) 



,N my bed by night," &c. It was a long night that 



" preceded the coming of the promised Saviour. 
And these verses disclose the various ways in which the 
ancient Church was divinely taught to look for Him. 
They set before us thrice repeated trials and final 
triumph. Christ, the object sought for, is styled four 
several times in these verses — **Him whom my soul 
loveth." There is a certain sense in which the Church 
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may be considered as having a body and a soul. The 
body is the outward, visible and temporaiy ; the soul is 
the spiritual and immortal part True believers are as 
the soul of the Church ; and through all the changes in 
its external forms or modes of administration, and 
through every age, love to Christ characterises the 
faithful heart that seeks its Beloved. 

"I sought Him on my bed," says the Church. The 
bed may signify the initiative or rudiment of an out- 
ward system of worship. That of the patriarchs was 
domestic in character ; and it might be called the bed 
of the Church. The father of the family was the priest 
and the teacher ; and the altar was placed by the tent. 
From Adam to Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from 
Abraham to Moses, believers in the promised Seed, 
sought Him in the ordinances of a family religion. 
" I sought Him, but I found Him not.*' They indeed 
obtained promises of Him that should come, with some 
glimpses of His glory; but His coming was deferred, 
and the saints died in faith without receiving their 
fulfilment. 

The appointment of the Levitical worship with its 
high priesthood, its tabernacle, its splendid temple, and 
magnificent ritual ; its train of priests, singers, servitors 
and attendants, might be compared to a city with streets 
and broadways. And here the Church seeks Him whom 
her soul loves. " I sought Him but I found Him not.** 
These services, sacrifices, and offerings, could not make 
the comers thereunto perfect; and the saints looked 
beyond, the ceremonial polity with its typical imagery, 
to the promised coming of the Lord Himself. 
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" What would the ancient Jewish kings, 
And Jewish prophets once have given, 
Could they have heard those glorious things 
Which Christ revealed and brought from heaven !" 

The watchmen that go about the city found me," 
&c. Here is a gradual advance in the means of grace 
and instruction. By the watchmen that go about the 
city may be understood the prophets, public teachers, 
and spiritual guardians of the people. And they are 
messengers of the Lord to them; acting under His 
direction, and taught by His spirit. In the writings of 
the prophets the Church finds traces of her Lord and 
Redeemer, that encourage her hope and strengthen her 
faith. But prophecy ceased — " It was but a little that 
I passed from them." And now in the silence of ex- 
pectation and prayer, by the aid of the Spirit, the word 
of promise becomes brighter as the Day-spring from on 
high draws near. 

" I found Him whom my soul loveth." The Jewish 
established religion, fallen from its purity, was now little 
more than a system of formal ceremonies ; but the time 
is come for the bringing in of the new and better dis- 
pensation. And the faithful who know that the 
Deliverer is about to appear, watch and pray without 
ceasing. So the aged Simeon tarried with the promise 
in his heart, that he should not see death until he had 
seen the Lord's Christ And the prophetess, Anna, 
waited from youth to old age, never departing from the 
temple, lest she should miss the blissful sight of her 
expected Saviour. These and such as these who con- 
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stitnted the mystic Church, find the Beloved. By the 
warm emhraces of faith, and the earnest entreaties of 
prayer, she holds Him and will not let Him go, until 
she hrings Him into her mother's house, and into the 
chamber where she herself was conceived. For the Church 
of Christ is gathered from the children of mankind. 
They have one common origin. The mother of the 
Church is our human nature ; and of this nature Christ 
condescended to partake. 

At the appointed fulness of time, the long-expected 
Messiah is brought by His own love and the love of the 
Church, into her mother's house — the chamber of con- 
ception. He becomes bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh ; brother to our race, that He may be the heavenly 
Bridegroom of His chosen. The illustrious day arises 
upon the world, that brings the fulfilment of so many 
precious promises, in the birth of the God-man, Christ 
Jesus. With this holy child, as cradled in her bosom, 
pledge of the union of God with man, well may the 
Church exclaim in ecstacy, — 

I charge you, O Daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the roes and by the hinds of the held, 
That ye stir not up, nor awake this love, 
Till he (or she) please. 

This charge to the Daughters of Jerusalem is the 
same as at ii. 7. There it is the triumphant cry of the 
Church as Christ is represented (at the close of the 
era) accomplishing the number of His elect, and with 
His right hand and his left hand joining them to 
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Himself in one holy fellowship. United to Christ 
through the Spirit, and thus made a partaker of the 
divine nature, redeemed man is raised to God and 
heaven. Here God stoops to man. The Child is horn, 
the Son is given, whose names are the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

But the joy is the same of these two manifestations 
of the Lord from heaven ; and the coming of the Son of 
God in the flesh, opens the way for man's union with 
God through the Spirit. The inspired poet has no 
sooner couched under the most significant emblems the 
union of God with man in the incarnation of Christ, 
than he puts the same glad appeal into the mouth of 
the Church, that marks the rapture of the spiritual 
union. 

Nor are we to suppose that one of these manifesta- 
tions of the Son of God was made to the Church without 
the other. His first coming was twofold, at Bethlehem 
and on the day of Pentecost. That joyful day followed 
by the spread of the Gospel throughout the known 
world ; the conversion of Jews as the roes, and of the 
Gentiles as the hinds of the field, show the spiritual 
power and glory of the first advent of Christ. And it is 
for the sake of those who are to be gathered into His 
bosom, the charge is given that ''this love" be not 
disturbed nor awaked. 

The union of God with man in the person of Christ, 
is followed by the espousals of the Gentiles to Him, and 
their consequent union with believing J ews, as one body 
in the one Lord. 
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6—11. 

" Who (or What) is this that cometh up from the 
wilderness like pillars of smoke?" The speaker seems 
still to he the ancient Church, or rather the Christian 
converts from it, the Daughters of Zion. (See v. 11.) 
" Who is this ?'* — an expression of wonder and admira- 
tion, summons us to behold a vast assembly coming up 
from the wilderness of lost nature ; gathered like palm 
trees of smoke round the great Propitiation ; and purged 
by its precious odours, as sharers in the death and resur- 
rection of the now manifested Christ. The sacrifice of 
priceless value, dimly foreshadowed in the untold mul- 
titudes of victims slain and offered to God, at the Dedi- 
cation of the Temple by Solomon — spoken of by the 
prophet Joel as wonders of God in heaven and earth, 
"blood and fire and pillars of smoke," — that one great 
sacrifice is now once and for ever offered. 

" Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense," shows how 
pleasing to the Father* was the peace-making, purifying 
blood of the Son, when in the body of His flesh through 
death He reconciled all things unto Himself. Then 
were long alienated Gentiles, as the first-fruits of a 
glorious harvest,! received into the Church. Such are 
the triumphs of the Cross. Such the anointing of the 
Most Holy. 

** With all powders of the merchant." It seemed the 
shadowing out of a great spiritual reality, when Mary 
poured upon the head of the Lord Jesus very precious 
ointment, anointing Him for His burial : when Nico- 

♦ Epheaians v. 2. f John xii. 20—33. 
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demus with Joseph of Arimathea, brought myrrh and 
aloes, and wound His sacred body in linen with the 
spices : and when the women came to the sepulchre to 
anoint Him. But the sweet odours signified by their 
spices make for ever fragrant the Ohurch redeemed, 
not with corruptible things, "but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot." 

The formation of the Christian Church is further set 
forth in three short parallels, marked by the word 
Solomon, 7, 8 ; 9, 10; 11. 

7, 8. 

" Behold his bed, which is Solomon's," &c. The 
Beloved of the Church is now called Solomon ; for the 
incarnate Son of God is manifested as the son of David, 
and the heir to his throne — called in Scripture the 
throne of Jehovah. (1 Chron. xxix. 23.) His bed 
may signify the initiative of the Christian Church 
which we are here called to behold with wonder. The 
word translated bed is not the same as that in the 1st 
verse of the chapter. There it signifies merely a place 
for lying down. The word here is derived from a root 
which signifies "to stretch outer extend; to turn to 
another party." The Beloved turns to the Gentiles, 
and extending His favour to them gathers them into one 
with believing Jews. The Son of man is to be lifted up 
among them and glorified. 

** Threescore valiant men," &c. The friends of the 
Bridegroom who gather round His bed, are of the valiant 
of Israel. One with the Old Testament Church and 
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one with the New, they are the appointed witnesses 
of their Lord and His glory. And they must needs he 
Taliant, for they are to set forth and defend His doctrines 
in the face of opposition, danger, and death. They 
must take the sword of the Spirit, and with nnabating 
zeal and unflinching courage, maintain their honourable 
post. And so, aided by their conquering Lord, they 
did. They stood their ground, and watched through a 
night of persecution and martyrdom. 

9, 10. 

" King Solomon made himself a chariot,'* &c. When 
our glorious King ascended on high and took possession 
of the throne promised to the Son of David, all power 
in heaven and in earth was committed into His hand, 
to carry on and complete the redemption of His people. 
The mystical chariot here described, as made by the 
King, of the same precious materials as the temple of 
old and the chariot of the cherubim, may suggest its 
spiritual significance. The cedar wood of Lebanon 
may symbolise the introduction of a portion of the Gen- 
tile world into the Church. The pillars of silver may 
represent Gentile witnesses, preachers, and confessors, 
that after the age of the apostles, should, for a long cycle 
of years, form the chief props and pillars of the Church. 
The bottom support or frame of gold, may signify the 
everlasting truth which remains through all time, the 
basis of the Christian as of the Jewish economy. The 
covering or seat of purple is significant of royalty. It 
is the chariot of our glorious holy King,* when ** in his 

* Note 1. 
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majesty He rides prosperously, because of truth and 
meekness and righteousness. The midst of it is paved 
with love, a pavement artistically arranged like mosaic 
work. (Esther i. 6.) It is j&gurative of holy love and 
union. And it is to receive into its bosom the daughters 
of Jerusalem. This epithet denotes converts and 
Churches gathered from the Gentiles. They were for a 
time spiritual and holy. They formed a suitable sur- 
rounding to the mystical Church, and were considered 
one with it. 

11. 

" Go forth ye Daughters of Zion,'' &c. There is a 
still increasing grandeur in these sketches of the forma- 
tion of the Christian Church. The bed which was 
Solomon's is followed by the chariot of the King, and 
here we see the King crowned in the day of his 
espousals. The Daughters of Zion may be supposed 
to represent the new Christian congregations from the 
Jews. They are called to go forth from the narrow 
precincts of their ancient solitary Church, and look 
abroad and behold their King, the heir of David's 
throne, ruling over an extended empire, and wearing the 
crown wherewith his mother crowned him. 

The mother here is the same representative figure as 
at the 4th verse. It is a symbol of our common nature ; 
as Christ was born of a woman, and the seed promised 
to Eve, the mother of all living. The crown may be 
supposed to denote that portion from her children which 
constituted the first-fruits of the redeemed from the 
Gentiles. These converts are brought, as it were, by 
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his mother, and presented as a crown of glory and a royal 
diadem,* to the greatest of her sons — the second Man, the 
Lord from heaven, the new King and Head of the race. 

"In the day of his espousals." This is the only 
place in the Song where the word is mentioned. The 
victory obtained by the God-Man at His death and 
resurrection opened the way for these espousals with an 
election from the Gentiles. The parties to the complex 
union, illustrated in the Song, are now complete. The 
elect Gentile joined in affinity to Christ, is in and by 
Him joined to the elect Jew, and made one body in 
Himself, who is the hope and salvation equally of both. 
It is of this mystery of love and communion the 
apostle speaks, when he declares, ** How that by revela- 
tion Qoi made known unto me the mystery . . . which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and pro- 
phets by the Spirit ; that the Gentiles should be fellow- 
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His 
promise in Christ by the Gospel.'* (Eph. iii. 3 — 6.) 
And in the second chapter of the same epistle, he says, 
of this new order of things in the Church, that Christ 
" abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances ; for to make 
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace ; 
and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross," &c., to the end of the chapter, t 

The day of His espousals is the day of the gladness 
of His heart. The Christian Church, deriving her being 
from Christ (as Eve from the first Adam), is the glory of 
* Is. Ixiii. 2, 3. f See also Col. i. 16—27. 

F 
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Christ, as the woman is the glory of the man. She 
fulfils the joy as she hears the image of the God-Man, 
Christ Jesus. 

There is something remarkable and significant in the 
form of expression in the original of the last verse, and 
also of the 7th in this chapter. Those who can refer to 
the Hebrew will observe how very close is the parallelism. 
Every word and almost every letter has its counterpart. 
When the Church is to be as if doubled by the marriage 
of Jew and Gentile through Christ its one Head, the 
very words and syllables chosen to set forth the mystery, 
are coupled and correspondent, as if by ingenious 
sympathy. We may well behold and admire. 



CHAPTEB IV. 



DESCRIPTION OP THE NEWLY CONSTITUTED CHURCH OF 
THE ESPOUSALS AS THE FAIR LOVE, FOLLOWED BY THE 
VHTHDRAWAL OF THE KING FOR A SPECIFIED ERA. 

The double-united Church of Jew and Gentile y built up 
together into one body, is described as the Fair Love, 
1 — 5. TJie withdrawal of the King and His return 
anticipated, 6. The perfecting of the Church in 
beauty at His return, 7. The history of the Spouse 
or lone Gentile Church now begins, 8. It is given in 
three parallels marked by Lebanon, 8 — 11, 12 — 15 ; 
V. 2 — 15. They are included in the longer parallel 
marked by the lilies, iv. 5, to vi. 3. The era of the 
lilies and that of the withdrawal of the King are 
identical. 

1—7. 

IN the encomiums of the newly-exalted King, we have 
a description of the graces and perfections of the 
Church made complete hy His espousals with the 
Gentiles. Its various memhers are as one body, 

F 2 
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animated by His own Spirit. For what says the apostle 
of the Gentiles, himself a Jew ? "By one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles... and have been made all to drink into one 
Spirit." (1 Cor. xii. 13.) And the Lord, when He 
ascended up on high, instituted a variety of offices, and 
gave a diversity of gifts, which He distributed, according 
to His pleasure, to every one in his station, for the 
edifying of the whole body. This building up of the 
Church is here set before us under the symbol of the 
Fair Love, a symbol which belongs to her best days, 
Pentecostal and millennial. 

The general commendation, " Behold thou art fair, 
my Love, behold thou art fair, thine eyes are doves,*' is 
given before at i. 15, where it may be viewed as a sort 
of initial of the delineation in these verses, and of the 
more extended one in the sixth and seventh chapters. 
The initial at i. 15, may be viewed as beginning a 
complex parallel, which finds its expanded counterpart 
here. 

The hair is an appropriate symbol of the Church in 
general ; representing it in flowing numbers and beautiful 
order; like a flock of goats that appear (or glisten) 
from Mount Gilead. This name, signifying ** heap of 
witness," is peculiarly suitable to the New Testament 
Church, whose office it is to bear witness to Christ. 

The teeth like a flock shorn, may represent those who 
are separated for the ministry, disencumbered of worldly 
and entangling cares and affections ; and sanctified to 
their work, as coming up from the washing ; in exact 
symmetry and perfect order. Every one bears twins 
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and none is barren among tbem/' is rendered more 
literally, ** All of which are paired, and not one among 
them is bereaved." (Ginsburg.) Or, ** All of them 
form twins, and a bereaved one is not among them.** 
(Young.) We are to bear in mind that the twins of the 
Song are supposed to be figurative of Jew and Gentile 
in the one Church. And this symbol, applied to the 
teachers, represents them corresponding on both sides, 
equal in office, duty, and privilege ; well ordered and in 
perfect number. 

" As a thread of scarlet are thy lips.*' The word 
here translated scarlet literally signifies two, double, or 
duplicate ; and it is so used in the next verse, " Thy 
two breasts,*' &c. In our version of Scripture, the 
word is frequently rendered scarlet or crimson (See 
Prov. xxxi. 21), because double, when spoken of a 
colour, signified double dyed ; and these colours were the 
chief dyes known to the ancients. Here is no mention 
made of colour strictly, but the lips being likened to a 
thread double^ often used for scarlet, the latter word is 
taken in preference. And the word thread gives the 
idea of something joined together, as twist or braid. As a 
braid doubled, or of scarlet, are thy lips, and thy speech 
is comely. The words of salvation from the lips of the 
Church form a joint proclamation of the truth, to the 
glory of the one Lord. 

** Thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate* 
within thy locks." This symbol has been supposed to 
refer to the sudden increase of the Church by new con- 
verts from Jew or Gentile. The pomegranate, when fully 
* Note K 
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ripened on the tree, bursts, or is cleft asunder, pouring 
out its clear juice, and displaying its innumerable grains 
of soft red and white, disposed in perfect order, each in its 
separate cell. Or, it may be, each temple resembles a 
piece of pomegranate — the temples, a split pome- 
granate. And here, again, a symbol of unity and duality. 
Within thy locks, or behind thy veil, may show the 
reserve of the Church, or some portion of it, during the 
period to which the symbol refers. She may have 
features hidden from public view till the appointed time 
for their display. 

" Thy neck like the tower of David, builded for an 
armoury," is very significant of that part of the Church 
whose special office it is to testify of Christ. The word 
used here for tower is, in Neh. viii. 4, rendered pulpit. 
And in this tower of the New Testament Church have 
her valiant men defended the doctrines of their Lord ; 
and proved they " loved not their lives unto the death." 
The neck is a part of the body where ornaments are 
often hung ; and what could better adorn the Church, 
than the exploits of her heroes, who fight her battles 
and overcome through the blood of the Lamb ? " The 
noble army of maiiivrs praise thee, God." 

But if the Church has to defend the truth in the midst 
of powerful enemies, she has other characters to sustain. 
Now we see her as a nurse cherishing her children, 
" Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins 
of a roe of Jah."* The Christian Church, springing out 
of the ancient, by the power of the incarnate God, con- 
stituted anew by Him, was supplied with His most holy 
* Note L. 
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Word in channels of His own ordination. And these 
channels are a portion of the Church itself. The trea- 
sure of Christ in the Gospel is committed to creatures 
His hands have made, that the excellency of the power 
may be seen to be of God and not of men. 

The repetition of the word two, here, is very emphatic 
— " Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are 
twins.** In the ministry of the Divine Word, the 
Christian Jew and the Christian Gentile were set toge- 
ther in most intimate fellowship, with equal privileges 
and duties. The Jewish writers, the Gentile expositors 
and ambassadors, while they declare the same truth by 
the power of One Spirit, are united as twin depositaries, 
auxiliaries, and witnesses. Like the two anointed ones 
that stand by the Lord of the whole earth, or like the 
cherubim looking into the glory of the Shechinah, or the 
two witnesses that prophesy through a certain era, the 
mystical twins perform their sacred office — they feed 
among the lilies, or Gentile Churches. At the close of 
the triple parallel of the second chapter we find the 
Beloved feeding among the lilies during the same era — 

until the day break and the shadows flee away." 

The symbolical description of the beauty of the united 
Church is broken oflf with this figure. As a great recog- 
nised body, it is in a manner dissolved; the Jewish 
portion is well-nigh lost from it, the Gentile goes into 
deep valleys of seclusion. 

Both Jew and Gentile have their time of shadows, and 
both parties are interested in both seasons. The Gentile^ 
chosen in the Divine counsels, awaits her call from the 
Beloved, who in the fulness of time shall come as 
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a roe or young one of the harts on the mountains of 
division.* The Jew, during the corresponding Gentile 
time of shadows, abides, "without a king, and without 
a prince, and without a sacrifice,'* until the fulness of 
the elect Gentiles be brought in (Romans xi. 25) ; 
and the second coming of the Beloved, like the first, 
ushers in the joyful union of the one Church with its 
One Head. 

Here, as in chapter ii. 17, the same significant lines 
belong equally to what goes before and what follows 
after them : — 

f Two young roes that are twins, 
I Which feed among the lilies, 
i Until the day break, 

[ And the shadows flee away, 

I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, 

And to the hill of frankincense. 

The Church is continued among the Gentiles during 
the same era that the Beloved withdraws Himself as 
King. 

The imagery gives us a distinct declaration of the 
coming change — the withdrawal of the Bridegroom- 
King for a season. His presence made a joj^ul day for 
the Church of the espousals ; but now it is fading into 
night, its sun of righteousness is on the eve of de- 
parting. Yet He leaves a word of hope and promise to 
His Church. The night may come, and the shadows 
gather thick; but the morning cometh also, and the 
shadows will flee away at His return, who is the foun- 
tain of light, and life, and love. 

* Chap. iL 8 and 17. 
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The Beloved is about to deprive his Church of those 
extraordinary tokens of His presence granted to them in 
the first days of Christianity. The direct personal influ- 
ence of the Lord Christ, His especial presence through 
His Spirit, teaching His disciples all things, and guiding 
them into all truth, is restrained. The manifold gifts 
and grace distributed to them, according to His own 
will, in Divine order, are in a measure withdrawn. The 
beautiful economy of the one body, with its members 
dwelling together in the unity of the Spirit and the 
bond of peace, compared to the lovely Fair One, depicted 
in the foregoing verses, may be looked for in vain after 
the withdrawal of the King. 

The mountains of spices* to which the King gets Him 
away, signify the mediatorial kingdom of Christ, founded 
on the covenant of grace, and established by virtue of 
the great Sacrifice He once and for ever made, when He 
ofiered Himself without spot to God; presenting to 
the Father the fragrance of an infinite atonement. 
And there, though for a season absent. He lives and 
reigns to plead His own cause, and to carry on His 
work of love, till He shall return and complete it in 
glory. 

The return of the King is implied in the declaration 
of His withdrawal. He says, I will get me away;" 
but he first specifies the time of His absence — ** Until 
the day break," &c. Then, then He will surely return. 
Yes, in purpose and full certainty. He is already returned. 
The interval of the withdrawal being for the moment 
passed over, the next verse shows the Church in perfect 
* Note M. 



74 



THE SONG OP SONGS. 



beauty* in the presence of her Lord, who rejoices over 
His finished work, and exclaims — 

Thou art all fair, my Love, 
There is no spot in thee! 

This remarkable picture of the spotless beauty of the 
Fair Love, receiving the highest plaudits from the 
Beloved, stands in the midst of the Poem as the object 
to which all its other descriptions are subordinate, 
whither all its lines tend, and where they meet as in 
their centre. On the symbols of the lily, or lilies, 
the roe or young hart (or the two young roes, twins of 
a roe), the chief turns are made ; and the description of 
the Fair Love occurs once and again as the earnest of 
the perfection the Church is destined to attain. In the 
all Fair Love, we behold her complete in numbers, 
holiness and grace ; joined together in one ; in the pre- 
sence of Christ, who presents it to Himself, glorious, 
" not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing." Its 
absolute perfection in and with its Divine Head being 
the blessed consummation of its changeful history, and 
the climax of this symbolical description of it. 

The interval between the withdrawal of the King 
(verse 6) and the anticipated perfect beauty of the 
Church in His presence, is now to be illustrated in a 
new series of word-pictures. Other scenes, lightly 
touched in the former part of the Song, are expanded, 
and new ones disclosed. And we proceed, with the 
future glory in our hearts, to trace the onward path of 
the Church through peiils and distresses, till the return 
* Psahn I. 2. 
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of the King. We are guided by the same prominent 
symbols, and thus identify the latter part of the Song 
with the former, and the eras to which the new sketches 
severally belong. Three synchronous descriptions, marked 
by the word Lebanon,'* pourtray the state of the 
Church during the King's withdrawal. These three 
parallels are included in the period of the "lilies," 
which ends at vi. 2, 3. The renewed prosperity of the 
Church, its rapid enlargement and re-union, is then 
represented. The Fair Love re-appears, and her beauty 
shines with new lustre, compared with the former 
delineation broken oflF at iv. 5. Some particulars of a 
further display of the glory of the Lord are then given, 
and the whole is wound up with the cry of the Spouse 
to her Beloved for His speedy return. The significant 
words of this cry take us again to the central point of 
the Song at iv. 5—7. 

8—11. 

" Come with me from Lebanon, Spouse, with me 
from Lebanon," &c. The magnificent range of moun- 
tains called Lebanon, so remarkable for the grandeur 
of its appearance, its silvery aspect, its double line,* 
its fertility and beauty, is used in Scripture as a figure 
of the establishment of the Christian Church. When 
Moses prayed, ** Let me go over and see that goodly 
mountain and Lebanon" (Deut. iii. 25), he desired to 
see the symbols of the Church's establishment in the 

• The western line is Lebanon proper ; the eastern is distin- 
guished as Lebanon towards the sun rising. 
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Land of Promise : that goodly mountain Zion, and 
Lebanon whose glory should be given to it. The 
glory of Lebanon was given to Mount Zion, in the 
former dispensation, in a material figure. The cedar 
trees cut from its forests, were carried away to Zion and 
used in the building of the Temple. 

But when the prophecy ** Open thy doors, Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour thy cedars," was fulfilled in the 
destruction of the Temple on Zion, the true Temple was 
constituted, of which that on the holy mount was a 
shadow. Lebanon, viewed at a distance by the Jew, as 
the boundary of his beloved countiy, then became in a 
figure the chief citadel and glory of the Church. Esta- 
blished as on Mount Lebanon, it appears strong and 
spreading as its cedars. It prospers into a kingdom and 
becomes the head of empire. 

But the time of full glory is not yet. There must be 
a falling away first. How this came to pass is well 
known. When the visible Church was enlarged by the 
admission of countless numbers of merely professed 
Christians, and exalted to honour and power by worldly 
rulers received into it, it was no longer a faithful witness 
for Christ. The mystical Church is called from it, as the 
Spouse is called from Lebanon. She must retire from 
the mountain of her dominion, and follow the steps of her 
Lord in the path of obscurity and martyrdom, before 
she gains the rule to which with Him she is entitled. 

" The ** elect lady of the Song has hitherto been 
designated as " my Love." But a change of circum- 
stances brings a change of name. She is now called 
Spouse'' and "sister Spouse." To this word in the 
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original, calah, we have none exactly correspondent. It 
is used to express the relation of a son's wife to 
his father and mother ; and is never directly applied 
in reference to the bridegroom or hasband. (See 
1 Sam. iii. 19.) The idea of the word is completion or 
totality ; a family not being complete till the marriage 
of a son gives prospect of issue in the male line. Under 
the old dispensation the daughter-in-law belonged in a 
special manner to her husband's family, and was a most 
important person in it — the calah, through whom the 
name, honours, and inheritance were to be continued. 

The divine Solomon, by his espousals with the Gen- 
tiles, entered on a new relationship. The company of 
believing Jews was not complete while it was alone. 
The Gentile converts twinned with them, made up the one 
Christian Church represented as the lovely Fair. But 
the Jewish portion fell away, and the Gentile which had 
been received with it, as its counterpart and completion, 
takes its place and fulfils its duties, acknowleged by the 
heavenly Bridegroom as Spouse* and sister spouse. 
Like Buth of old, she is left one of two, as spouse and 
daughter-in-law, to build up the Church anew. Grafted 
into the ancient stock, she continues the holy line by 
virtue of her union with Christ Jesus, the Son of Abra- 
ham and the Son of David, till the natural branches be 
grafted in again — till the day of re-union, when the 
Church will again appear, double and united, the glory 
of the God-Man, complete in Him. After the return of 
the Eling, the term "Love" is resumed, and that of 
^* Spouse " is dropped. It is only through the era of 
* Note N. 



78 



THE SONG OP SONGS. 



bereavement and restraint, when the Church is as if 
shut up or vanished from open view,* that she is styled 
spouse. Chosen frojn her mother's children to complete 
the honours of the Ejng of Zion, she is fitted for the 
course she is to fulfil. And now, from the myriads who 
compose the visible Church, she is called to carry on 
the work of the Lord during the twilight of His with- 
drawal, until the day breathe and the shadows flee away 
at His return. 

If any ask, When did the Beloved get Him away, and call 
the Spouse from Lebanon, the answer suggested by the 
Song, and explained by the annals of the Church will 
be. It was when she had reached the. highest pinnacle of 
glory she has yet attained. She had shadowed out her 
destiny. 

" Look from the top of Amana," &c. Amana, Shenir, 
and Hermon,t the mowy outposts of Lebanon, were 
the haunts of fierce and savage beasts. Yet in these 
desolate places, the habitations of lions, and the moun- 
tains of leopards, must the Spouse abide for a season, 
and watch and wait for the promised deliverance. The 
prophecy, couched under these significant emblems 
nearly three thousand years ago, has been fulfilled and 
is still fulfilling. The true Church, as on wild moun- 
tain tops, has once and again been beset with foes, cruel 
and destructive as wild beasts. And how many a one 
belonging to this mystical company has cried in anguish, 

" I seem forsaken and alone, 
I hear the lions roar !" 

* The word in the original admits of these ideas also. — Se4 
Gesenius. f Note 0. 
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And long ago would her adversaries have prevailed 
against her, but for the unceasing care of her Lord and 
Saviour. Like the woman that fled into the wilderness, 
her place is prepared of God, and the time of her con- 
tinuance there is specified. (Rev. xii. 14. Song iv. 6.) 

" Thou hast ravished my heart or emboldened me ; 
put heart into me. Christ requires the service and 
co-operation of His Church in canying on His work of 
love among men. When she forbears to proclaim the 
doctrines of salvation, His cause declines; but when 
filled with zeal she publishes them, the mystical Christ 
is strengthened. The Son of man is lifted up and men 
are drawn to Him. 

" With one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy 
neck." The Church has lost now the perfect and dis- 
tinct individuality which belonged to it in the figurative 
representation at the beginning of the chapter. That 
was its lovely porti'ait in its hitherto most flourishing 
state. The description now is fragmentary — " one of 
thine eyes; one chain of thy neck." The numerous 
congregations with their spiritual pastors and teachers, 
like flocks of goats and sheep, have disappeared from the 
scene ; and her mighty men of valour, with the thousand 
bucklers, are diminished to a single chain. 

Yet is the faithful Church no less dear to her Lord 
than in the time of her fulness and prosperity. He 
reiterates His commendations as she fulfils the circle of 
her duties. " How fair is Thy Love," &c. 

" How much better is Thy love than wine," &c. 
Wine and spices are symbols of the appointed ceremonial 
worship. But divinely-appointed services, as in the Old 
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Testamant Church or in the New, may degenerate into 
mere formalities. And such a state of things seems to 
be intimated, when the Beloved speaks of the love of 
the sister Spouse as better than wine, and the smell of 
her ointments than all spices. The worship of the 
heart is contrasted with what is merely outward and 
formal. 

The next lines show a further development of the 
grace of Christ in the Church. The lips which drop 
honey, and the honey and milk under the tongue, are 
characteristic emblems of the preaching of the Gospel. 
The words of Christ set forth by his servants are sweeter 
than droppings of the honeycomb. 

Another feature in this short sketch is very suggestive — 
" the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon." 
The Church puts on her apparel, made for glory and 
beauty ; and the smell like Lebanon, reminds us of the 
goodly mountain of her former habitation to which she 
is to return. For her work shall be rewarded as the 
Lord has declared, and she shall come again from the 
land of the enemy. Then will she " revive as the corn, 
and gi'ow as the vine, and her scent shall be as the wine 
of Lebanon." 

12—15. 

" A garden enclosed is my sister Spouse ; a spring 
shut up," &c. If the wild mountain tops represent the 
desolate outward condition of the Church, and lions and 
leopards its furious enemies, this lovely parallel of the 
enclosed garden shows its real security in Christ. The 
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mystic Spouse is in perfect safety, though restrained in 
action and influence. The imagery is characteristic in 
the highest degree, of the state of the true Church 
through the era to which it is supposed to apply. It 
was secluded from puhlic notice. It ceased to be recog- 
nised as a body. It was hidden within the great com- 
munity, which bore the name of the Church, and claimed 
its privileges. Incapable of any outward demonstration 
or freedom of action, it was secretly nourished and sus- 
tained by the Word and Spirit of Christ. 

But tokens of a more vigorous life begin to ap- 
pear. 

" Thy plants are an orchard (paradise) of pomegran- 
ates,"* &c. These low and fruitful trees are remarkable 
for their rapid and spreading growth. Many of the pro- 
ducts of this garden were used in the composition of the 
holy anointing oil, and the perfume sacred to the service 
of the Lord in the Tabernacle and Temple. They 
symbolise Divine worship, and the suflferings endured 
by the faithful for the sake of its purity. 

" A fountain of gardens," &c. And now further 
supplies of grace are vouchsafed. Instead of an enclosed 
garden, or even a paradise of fruitful trees and plants, 
we read of gardens. The fountain, or collection of 
springs, is no longer sealed. There is " a well of living 
waters, and streams from Lebanon." The mention of 
Lebanon brings us again in view of the Church's esta- 
blishment and glory. But trials must yet intervene, and 
further preparation be made for the return of the Beloved. 
The verses which follow are connected with the garden 
* Note P. 

G 
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scene (12 — 15), and with the latter part of the preeeding 
parallel (10, 11), by the analogous terms of the imagery. 

16, and 1. 

" Awake, north wind ; and come thou south," &c. 
The winds, called by the Beloved from adverse points to 
blow upon His garden, are for the maturing of its fruits 
and the diffusion of its odours ; " that the spices thereof 
may flow out." The knowledge of Christ, the ever- 
lasting fragrance of His atonement, the sweet breath of 
spiritual worship offered in His Name, overspreading the 
Church, are to issue out beyond its borders. And for 
such blessings the faithful pray, as the sister Spouse 
cries out, "Let my Beloved come into His garden and 
eat His pleasant fruits." They labour and suffer gladly 
for their Lord, if only His presence be with them, and 
their offerings of love be for the prosperity of His King- 
dom. This and more is granted to the Church. 

*'I am come into my garden," &c. A wondrous 
change now takes place by the appearance of the Beloved 
in His garden. He declares His gracious acceptance of 
the works of faith and zeal done by His Church, and 
shows the use He has made of them. He gives efficacy 
to the means of grace : He receives the sacrifices of 
praise and prayer : He eats. He drinks ; and the body 
nourished by continual accessions of the renewed and 
sanctified children of men, the mystical Christ, is 
enlarged. Now He rejoices with His people, and is 
satisfied. He invites them to partake freely of His 
fulness, and still to increase in numbers and grow 
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in grace. Eat, friends ! drink, yea drink abundantly, 
Beloved I'' This change of address from sister Sponse 
shows the Church to be greatly multiplied. The duality 
of the epithets used, suggests its re-union. 

But we are to receive another account of the With- 
drawal of the Beloved before we proceed with the details 
of His return. And so it has been in the history of the 
Church. Some prelibations of the coming blessedness 
have been granted to her, some rays of brightness from 
the Sun before His rising have shone upon her ; and 
then back again into the sorrow and gloom. Thus pro- 
phecy and history explain each other. 



CHAPTER V. 



THE HISTORY OF THE SPOUSE IS CONTINUED. 



The third parallel marked by Lebanon, 2 — 15. In the 
first part of this parallel her trials are represented, 
2 — 7. In the second she is seen conferring trith the 
Daughters, and publishing the glory of her Beloved, 
8 — 15. From verse 16 the conference with the 
Daughters is continued to vi. 3, which closes the era of 
the lilies. 



rE third of the synchronising parallels marked by 
Lebanon, gixes ns the Spouse's expanded relation 
of the era, forming a seqnel to the two foregoing. This 
is followed by the Spouse's coUoquy with the Daughters. 



2—7. 

" I sleep, but my heart waketh," &c. For several ages 
after the establishment of Christianity, the professing 
Church and the true were in a good degree commen- 
surate. They might be, and they were, considered the 
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same. But ^hen the Lord withdrew, the consequences 
soon appear. "I sleep,"* is the note of fatal security 
which marks the visible outward Church. It has left 
off watching and working, and takes its ease in ill-timed 
repose. "But my heart waketh;" that which is the 
spirit or soul of the visible Church, its living faithful 
members. These hear the call — Hark, it is the voice of 
my Beloved that knocketh. The calls of Christ by secret 
monitions to his chosen, who thought upon His name, 
searched into His word, and mourned over the general 
apathy, were like repeated knockings, accompanied by a 
voice unheard by others, but recognised by them. 

" Open to me," shows the Lord of the house shut 
out. The Church called by the name of Christ ; the 
witness and the scene of His first brilliant triumphs, 
has fallen from her high estate ; it has excluded its One 
Lord and Head. 

" My sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled." These 
epithets apply to those only who have escaped the 
general pollution. " These are they which were not 
defiled with women, for they are virgins." The title 

my Love," seems to identify the Spouse with the 
"Fair Love"t of the Song, showing them to be the 
same in the love of the Beloved, though differing in 
appearance and outward prosperity. The same and not 
the same. 

"My head is filled with dew," &c. The Beloved 
speaks as one standing forlorn in the cold damp, night, 
without home or shelter. The Head of the Church is 
here represented. A night has come over Christendom, 
* Note Q. f See also iv. 10. 
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dark with cloudy of ignorance, and thick with deadly 
vapours of corrupt doctrine and practice. The work of 
Christ is hindered. His sovereignty is rejected or 
usurped ; and the truths of His Gospel are ohscured by 
human inventions. 

But what does the Spouse answer to this thrilling 
appeal of her Beloved ? 

" I have put oflf my coat,* how shall I put it on ? I 
have washed my feet, how shall I defile them ?" Such 
a change has taken place in the Church as makes a 
return to the vigilance and activity of the primitive days, 
difficult or impracticable. The coat, like that of the 
High Priest (to which the same word in the original is 
applied), is a strait or close-fitting inner garment; binding 
the whole body compactly together. It seems to denote 
the enclosing or pale of the Church ; her sanctity, or sepa- 
ration from the world. Now her enclosings are done away, 
and her members lost to sight in the crowd of heartless 
worshippers. The feet which used to run in the way of 
duty, are washed from the marks of travel or fatigue. 
Her missionaries no longer bear the good news; her 
once laborious bishops and pastors are at rest. The 
whole visible Church is sunk into a dead sleep of care- 
less indifierence ; while that which is represented as its 
heart, where the pulse of life yet beats, is inert and 
seems incapable of exertion. There were those in 
monastic cell or quiet retreat, within the bosom of the 
great Church, who lived a life of love and communion 
with Christ. But what can they do ? How shall the 
coat be put on again ? Or the feet tread the unaccus- 
* Note R. 
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tomed path ? Truly there were difl&culties in the way 
of reform which appeared insuperable. 

Something further is now done by the Beloved. He 
puts in His hand by the hole* — a small aperture where 
light yet shines. Excluded from the wide-professing 
Church, He will abandon it ; yet ere He goes He leaves 
a token with His chosen. His hand touches, His Spirit 
quickens them. They hear the voice unheard by others, 
and see the hand invisible to those around. While the 
many sleep, these are roused to thought and feeling : 

My bowels were moved for Him" (or in me). By this 
figure is denoted the same spiritual part of the Church 
before represented by the heart. It becomes sensible of 
the motions of Christ by His Spirit, and there is imme- 
diately corresponding action. 

" I rose up to open to my Beloved aptly shows the 
attempts made once and again by the faithful to open a 
way for Christ into the Church which had shut Him out. 
" The hands dropping myrrh," &c., signify the setting 
forth anew of those precious doctrines of the atonement 
and mediation of Christ which are the glory and boast 
of the Church. These doctrines had been for ages 
locked up from the people in a language they could not 
understand. But now the Spouse is busy with her hands 
and fingers on the handles of the lock, that she may 
open the way for Christ, by new and careful translations 
of His Holy Word And while thus engaged, how is she 
cheered and delighted with the pure fragrance that drops 
from her hands and fingers, as one after another, the 
truths of Christ and salvation are set down in the living, 
* See 1 Sam. xiv. 11. 



88 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



speaking language of the multitudes to whom they had 
been so long a dead letter. 

" I opened to my Beloved," is a joyful sound. The 
faithful remnant, dwelling in the bosom of the professing 
Church, gains courage and goes forward. The secret 
spiritual transactions between Christ and His hidden 
ones, lead to demonstration and public avowal. 

We may observe three stages in this important move- 
ment.* The voice and the knocking of the Beloved; 
the rising up to open, with the preparation at the handles 
of the lock ; and the opening itself. And we may trace, 
in the history of the times, the onward progress of truth, 
from the first misgivings felt by the spiritually-minded 
that the external Church had shut out the Lord, to 
plainer suggestions and the strongest convictions : 
convictions which resulted in the publishing anew of the 
whole scheme of redemption. 

And now the opening is made; will the Beloved 
enter? "My Beloved had withdrawn Himself; was 
gone — passed on.'* His departure was unexpected and 
grievous. But the Lord will not return to the Church 
that has rejected Him. He renounces it. And now 
the Church within the Church must depart also. 

" My soul failed when he spake." These words have 
been rendered, " My soul went out after him according 
to his word," and " My soul departed when he spake," 
the phrase in the Hebrew properly denoting the de- 
parture of the soul from the body. It was, indeed, a 
momentous step that separated the inner Church from 
the great established. It was taken by some of the 

* Note S. 
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leaders of the movement with fear and trembling ; but 
they were urged on by the full conviction that their 
Lord had withdrawn Himself — passed on, and could 
only be found by going forth * after Him according to 
His word. The call here, like that at Eev. xviii. 4, "Come 
out of her my people," is heard and responded to by those 
who know the voice of the Beloved, and are as the living 
soul that forsakes the corrupt body. 

But the condition of the Spouse now seems worse 
than before : — 

** I sought him, but I could not find him ; 
I called him, hut he gave me no answer." 

The language is expressive of the distrust and distress 
which filled the heart of those who were compelled by a 
Divine impulse and the word of the Lord, to leave the 
Church they had been accustomed to venerate. They 
found themselves without a home ; they had no recog- 
nised point of union, round which they might gather as 
in one body ; and often no authorised leaders or teachers. 
The Church is as if dissolved. It exists for a time under 
a peculiar mode ; yet one foretold and foreshown by 
Christ and His apostles. True Christians are sincere 
in their enquiries, and earnest in their prayers ; but there 
is no open manifestation of the presence and power of 
Christ. The Spouse wanders in search of her Beloved, 
and perhaps does not always take the right path to 
find Him. 

* See i. 8, where the same word is used for going forth. The 
picture of the Church at i. 7, 8, seems to he synchronous with 
this. The word soul (of the Church) is used in the same sense 
there as here. 
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By " the city, " may be understood the great visible 
Church, with its ordinances and institutions ; and by 
the watchmen that go round about it, its recognised and 
appointed ministers. These find the Spouse forlorn 
and defenceless (as to outward circumstances) ; and they 
act the part of enraged and bitter enemies. They smite 
the faithful Church by cruel punishments and perse- 
cutions ; they wound her by depriving her of her mem- 
bers by fire and sword. 

By " the keepers of the wall," who take away her veil 
from her, may be signified the secular powers that fence 
the city round by their authority. The veil is the chief 
ornament, and distinguishing mai*k of the bride and 
wife in eastern countries. But these adverse combined 
powers will sufifer no rival to their establishment. They 
refuse to acknowledge as Christian any who diflTer from 
them ; they treat them as heathens and infidels ; they 
unchurch the Church of Christ ; they take away the veil 
from the Spouse. 

We may observe that the Spouse made no enquiry 
after her Beloved of the watchmen who found her, or of 
the keepers of the wall. They who repudiate the Spouse 
cannot know the Beloved. Now she addresses herself 
to the daughters of Jerusalem. 



8—16. 

" I charge you, Daughters," &c. The several com- 
munions formed around the spiritual Church at this 
period, are now the Daughters of Jerusalem. They are 
the companions or attendants of the Spouse ; and they 
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represent the visible Churches. Though the Spouse is 
not to be identified with any one or more of them, she 
exists among them as the lily among thorns/' and 
" my Love among the Daughters " (ii. 2). Her language 
of impassioned entreaty here has in it something of dis- 
trust and doubt : — 

" I charge you O daughters of Jerusalem, 
If ye find my Beloved, 
What will ye tell him? 
That sick of love * am I." 

This picture shows the Church of Christ as it exists 
among the visible Churches, since the Reformation down 
to our own times. It is found among them ; although 
alas ! too often it must be confessed that their spirit is 
of the world and not of Christ. Thus* the Spouse is 
represented, questioning in mingled hope and fear, seek- 
ing and waiting for her Beloved, and sick with hope 
deferred. 

But it is in the visible Church the faithful look and 
wait for Christ. The affecting charge of the Spouse to 
the Daughters is designed to rouse attention and excite 
enquiry. It is to move them to diligent search, that 
so she and they may find the Beloved. 

" What is thy Beloved more than another beloved?" 
&c., is the response of the Daughters. These recognise 
the Spouse among them, and acknowledge her excellence 
as the fairest among women. But their question shows 
ignorance of the character and claims of Christ as the 
only Beloved. They would know in what beauty or 
* See ii. 5. 
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grace He transcends one and another, that challenge their 
admiration. For there are those who claim to be loved 
rather than Christ. Yes, there are many beloved. Their 
question shows, too, a general movement for good in the 
Churches. Its repetition denotes the earnestness with 
which it is made, and may indicate an era of enquiry 
longer or shorter in the Christian world. 

The Spouse now breaks out into a noble and explicit 
testimony to her Lord ; declaring His surpassing excel- 
lence, His lofty claims, the glory of His Person and 
offices, as the one exalted all-sufficient Mediator and 
Redeemer. For the faithful Church knows her Beloved, 
and can well describe his perfections. 

This proclamation of the glory of Christ is supposed 
to be synchronous with the shorter notices in the two 
preceding parallels (iv. 11. 15, 16). Honey and milk, 
living waters, and fragrance poured out, being signi- 
ficant emblems of the grace of Christ and the free course 
of the Gospel. 

Though it may not be right, too hastily or absolutely, 
to affix a spiritual meaning to every part of the em- 
blematic description of these verses, yet doubtless the 
Spirit of God has an intention in each particular. May 
the same Spirit open our eyes to discern through the 
veil of metaphor. One who is fairer than the children 
of men ! 

" My Beloved is white and ruddy." Jesus the Son of 
God and the Son of man. The high-witnesses of His 
majesty on the mount of Transfiguration, testify that His 
face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as 
the light. Ruddy, like the first Adam, for He appears 
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in our nature, a partaker of our flesh and blood. He is 
the perfect image of the invisible Jehovah, and the first- 
bom of every creature. 

As the chiefest " (or a standard bearer) among ten 
thousand, the God-Man is compared with others who 
claim to be leaders and guides. For there are many 
who pretend to the love of the Daughters ; and each 
bears his standard and collects his followers. But the 
One to be preferred above all others, is the Leader and 
Commander long ago promised by God. His banner* 
is distinguished among ten thousand. It bears the cross 
of redemption, and shows the Beloved of the Church as 
the Word and Wisdom of God. 

" His head like fine gold," shows the truth of His 
Godhead, and the perfection of His royalty. His locks 
bushy (or flowing) and black as a raven, seem again to 
intimate His union with our nature, by which He veils 
the glory of the Godhead^ and the Man Christ Jesus is 
seen arrayed with a new glory in redemption. The words 
in the original give us ideas of dark and bright, dusk- 
iness and radiance. 

" His eyes are like doves," for purity, meekness and 
love. " By rivers of water," because of the abundance 
of His grace, as reflected in His ordinances, and revealed 
by His Spirit. The washing in milk, and the sitting 
in fulness, carry out the same ideas. Mercy and 
truth meet together^ righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. 

" His cheeks as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers " (or 
towers of perfume), display the perpetual and far- 
* The same word as at ii. 4. 
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reaching virtue of His mediation, as He presents Him- 
self before the Father in behalf of His people, and the 
Father looks with complacency on them, in the face of 
Jesus Christ. His lips like lilies, may suggest the 
preaching of His Word by those who are as His mouth 
and lips to the people. But the message of peace is 
from Messiah himself. And while the gracious words 
proceed from His mouth, the virtue of His atonement 
drops like liquid myrrh, to make acceptable to Himself 
all believers. 

" His hands like gold rings," or circlets of gold, show 
the perfection and glory of His righteous administration. 
The revolutions which take place in the Church and in 
the world, ordered by infinite wisdom, are carried out by 
the Almighty power and matchless skill of the incarnate 
Son of God. The Father hath given all things into His 
hands. The circlets of gold are filled with precious 
stones, as were the gold-enclosings of the High Priest's 
breastplate with the gems fitted to be set in them. 
Those stones typified the Church in union with the 
heavenly High Priest, and such may be the signification 
here. Hands, like rings, are for communication and 
union.* And these circlets of gold may recall to the loving 
heart, the pierced hands of the Lord Jesus. They are a 
type and memento of the wonderful mode in which God 
takes hold of man, and man takes hold of God, in the 
crucified God-Man, Christ Jesus. Faith puts forth her 
hand and cries, " My Lord and my God." 

The ivory and the sapphires, (verse 14) are regal 
images. When the typical King Solomon made a throne 

• Note T. 
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of ivory, it was for the setting forth of the majesty of 
his kingdom. Moses and his company saw the God of 
Israel enthroned in glory, having under His feet a paved 
work of a sapphire stone. And Ezekiel, in his vision of 
the glory of the Lord, saw the likeness of a throne, as 
the appearance of a sapphire stone, and the likeness of a 
man ahove upon it. The perpetuity of Messiah's 
dominion is indicated hy the helly of bright ivory over- 
laid with sapphires. For thus hath the Lord spoken, 
"David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of 
the house of Israel." (Jer. xxxiii. 17.) He is the everlast- 
ing Father, as He is the Prince of peace. His seed 
shall endure for ever, and His throne as the days of 
heaven. 

"His legs pillars of marble," indicate strength, esta- 
blishment and durability. The word used for pillars here 
is used also for the pillars of the Tabernacle and Temple 
(Exodus xxvi. 1 ; 1 Kings viii). " They are set upon 
(founded on) sockets of fine gold." Here we have 
another significant word, often employed in the descrip- 
tion of the setting up of the Tabernacle. The sockets 
at the bases of the boards, directed and regulated their 
position and joined them together. The fine gold shows 
the divinity of the Person here described. His eternal 
Godhead lays the foundation, as well as forms the 
crowning glory of the union celebrated in the Song. 

"His countenance (or appearance) is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars." As Lebanon rising in majesty 
with its glittering crown, so Christ, exalted above all 
rivals, shines forth the representative and glory of His 
Church. But the word Lebanon again points to her 
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return with her Bang to the mountain of her dominion. 
(See chapter iv. 8, 11, and 15.) 

And here the three parallels marked hy Lehanon 
close. The next four verses — 16 and vi. 1-3 — hring to 
an end together, the colloquy with the Daughters, and 
the era of the Lilies. And they pourtray the preparation 
made for the return of the King. 

16. vi. 1—8. 

One thing is yet wanting to complete the picture 
drawn by the Spouse, and to give the preaching of 
Christ its destined eflfect. " His mouth is most sweet." 
The Spirit or breath of His mouth, causes those who 
hear to live. Without this, the matchless perfections of 
the "altogether lovely " One, would be published in vain. 

** This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend." How 
diflferent is the language of the Church at the close of 
this era of bold confession of Christ, to that at its com- 
mencement (verse 8). Then she was in a languishing 
condition, weary of waiting so long for her God. Now 
she magnifies her Lord, as she points Him out to the 
Daughters, and claims Him as her own. In fulfilling 
the great duty of proclaiming Christ, she has found 
peace, honour, and joy. And her zeal in this holy work 
is depicted at the close of each of these synchronous 
sketches, as attended with extraordinary success. 



CHAPTER YI. 



THE RETURN OF THE BELOVED. 

The search for the Beloved and close of the era of the 
Lilies, 1 — 3. The reconstitution of the Church is 
represented in three parallels, 4 — 13 ; vii. 1 — 9 and 
10 — 13. The Church appears with some of her former 
features and added glory, vi. 4—7. (See iv. 1 — 3.) 
The Spouse is pre-eminent among the Churches and 
converts, 8, 9. Conversion of the Jews and their union 
tvith the Gentile Church symbolised, 10 — 13. 

V. 16— vi. 1—3. 

" W^"""^"^^^® % Beloved gone ? is the enquiry of 
* * the Daughters who surround the Spouse and 
cleave to her. They acknowledge her claim to the title 
of fairest among women, and her relation to the 
Beloved. They speak of Him as having gone, or 
turned aside. The fact that Christ has indeed with- 
drawn His special presence (iv. 6,) is no longer ignored 
by them. The true state of things is understood. The 
Churches receive the doctrine of Christ ; they sympa- 

H 
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thise with the mystical Spouse, they swell her numbers, 
and join in her search for the Beloved. 

And the Spouse knows now where to find Him. *'My 
Beloved is gone down into His garden," &c. The 
coming of the Beloved into His garden with the joy 
that followed, is symbolised at iv. 16 and v. 1. " To 
the beds of spices" — to receive and preserve for His 
own use and glory, the spiritual sacrifices of the faithful. 

To feed in the gardens" — to enlarge His mystical 
body among the Churches. "And to gather lilies" — ^to 
gather together the long-scattered members of His 
faithful Gentile Church. 

" I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine ; He 
feedeth among the lilies." These verses mark the close 
of the era of the withdrawal of the Beloved, and are 
introductory to that of His return. When He is repre- 
sented as feeding among the lilies, it intimates His pre- 
sence in some peculiar manner with His Church. But 
when the two young roes are said to feed (iv. 5), it inti- 
mates the withdrawal of the Beloved. We have traced 
the history of the Spouse along this era, and followed 
her through scenes of desolation. We have seen her 
uprise from her grief, and publish the grace and glory of 
Christ, till the Daughters join her in seeking Him. 
Now He reveals Himself " gathering together lilies," 
"feeding among the lilies." To this point we were 
before brought in the outline, ii. 16. There the Church, 
after hiding like a dove in the clefts of the rock and 
complaining against the foxes that spoiled her vines, is 
heard to utter the same cry : ** My Bdoved is mine," 
&c. The lilies there take us back to the beginning of 
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the chapter (ii. 1, 2), where the symbol is first introduced. 
It is doubled there, as if to intimate the repeated use to 
be made of it ; and so it is here, where we arrive at the 
close of the era marked by it. The history of the Spouse 
in her sorrow and bereavement is ended. 

What may be called the era of the Beloved now begins, 
vi. 3— vii. 13. 

The revival of the united Church, of Jew and Gentile, 
in more than her former glory, is illustrated in an ex- 
panded parallel of the beauty of the Fair Love (see iv. 
1 — 5). It is interspersed with notices of the manner in 
which these changes are brought about. It divides like 
the parallel of the Withdrawal into three, vi. 4 — 13 ; vii. 
1 — 9 and 10 — 13. The first seems especially to belong 
to the Spouse, who appears in the midst of the revived 
Church with a multitude of children and converts 
(8 and 9). The second relates to the whole elect Church, 
w gloriously established. And the third, in the words 
of the Spouse or Fair Love, refers to the part she has 
taken in these great movements. 

4—13. 

" Thou art fair, my Love, as Tirzah," &c. The 
Church is again addressed by the Beloved as the Fair 
Love — a title which belongs to the days of her prosperity. 
Her beauty is compared to royal cities ; for when she 
re-appears she will be compacted into a great visible 
Church, or body politic, having dominion and authority. 
She is compared to two cities, for the replenished and 
restored Church is again to be built up of Gentiles and 

h2 
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Jews ; Tirzah (delightful) being the royal city of Israel, 
as Jerusalem of Judah. The Lord delights in her, and 
her land is married. (Is. Ixii. 4.) 

" Terrible as with banners/* suggests the idea of 
triumphal procession. Her enemies are all subdued, 
and she returns in victory and peace to the cities of her 
habitation. 

** Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have over- 
come me," shows the power of her faith and love 
through the Spirit of Christ resting on her. Now she 
prevails with her Lord ; He is overcome by her im- 
portunity ; He is moved at her bidding. He can 
refuse nothing to her earnest prayer and confident hope. 
The long-patient looking, has stirred up the strength of 
her salvation to come and save. 

Young translates this phrase : " Turn round thine 
eyes," &c., — a hint which bids us turn to a former 
point in the Song. We look back, and find, at the 
opening of the fourth chapter, the picture which is here 
touched anew and completed. That is a sketch of the 
Church's beauty or prosperity in the primitive days; 
this of its restored beauty, its far greater prosperity. 

** The hair as a flock of goats," shows the congrega- 
tions of the faithful overflowing, as in former days 
(iv. 1), and covering the Church with glory. Her 
teachers, like a flock of sheep, resume their places as 
newly cleansed, in perfect order, and full number. One 
characteristic of the sheep in the former picture is here 
wanting — they were shorn. In these better days of the 
Church, her ministers no more need the cutting edge of 
affliction, which was before judged needful for them. 
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"As a piece of a pomegranate/' &c. Numerous 
converts, from Jew and Gentile, again throng into the 
Church. (See page 69.) 

" There are threescore queens, and fourscore concu- 
bines, and virgins without number." The extraordinary 
additions made to the Church are set before us, under 
the imagery of the court of an eastern king, whose chief 
wife is attended by a splendid train of queens, concu- 
bines, and virgins. There are numerous societies esta- 
blished in various degrees of dignity, with countless 
numbers of young Churches, pure and lovely as virgins. 
And these newly-raised assemblies of the faithful are 
united to each other, by their common union with their 
One Head. 

" My dove, my undefiled is one, she is the only 
one," &c. That a certain pre-eminence among them 
is assigned to the Church of history and prophecy, is 
seen in the plaudits of the Beloved and the Daughters. 
They rise up and call her blessed, and He praises her 
as excelling them all. "My dove, my undefiled is 
one," &c. She is the chief or principal one, that con- 
tinued faithful through ages of corruption, trial, and 
sorrow;* that bore witness to the truth, and published 
the Gospel ; chosen for this purpose from the children 
of our natural mother (chap. iii.). To this long-suflfer- 
ing Church, the newly-raised communities of Christians, 
Jew and Gentile, are joined together in Christ. As in 
the former days of prosperity, the Gentiles were joined 
to the Jews, the Jews are, in their turn, joined to the 
Gentiles. Thus the balance, held with such equal 
* See ii. 14. 



102 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



hand by the Apostle (Rom. xi. 30 — 82), is seen to 
be a mystery of God, now opened to all men. 

" Who is this that looketh forth &c. Who is this? 
or who is she ? The question seems to be asked by the 
Daughters. It is asked three times in the Song, and at 
each occurrence draws our attention to some new form 
or combination in the Church. At iii. 6, "Who is 
she?" raises our wonder at the calling of the elect 
Gentiles, as in the perfumed smoke of the great sacri- 
fice. Here we view, with glad surprise, the re-gather^ 
ing of the double election ; the re-appearing of the lovely 
Fair in more than her primitive glory. She is com- 
pared to the sun and moon, chief rulers among the 
hosts of heaven ; and to bannered armies returning from 
victory. The double figures are conspicuous. At verse 
4, the Church is compared to two royal cities ; in this 
(10th) to the sun and moon. In both she is " terrible 
with banners." The words, " an army," are added by 
our translators ; the 13th verse shows this magnificent 
array forms " as it were the company of two armies.*' 

But the question, " Who is this ?" gives occasion for 
the Spouse (now transfigured into the Fair Love) to 
show the manner in which these wondrous changes are 
brought to pass. 

" I went down into the garden of nuts," &c. The 
words rendered, ** garden of nuts," literally signify a 
garden, pruned, lopped, or cut oflF— a fit simile of the 
Jewish portion of the Church, which was as if cut and 
lopped away, that an election from the Gentiles might 
be brought in. " To see the fruits of the valley." The 
word in the original for valley is not the same as at 
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ii. 1. The idea of the word here is inheritance or pos- 
session, divided or proportioned out, as was the land of 
Canaan among the tribes of Israel (See Gesenius.) 
The flourishing of the vine, the budding of the pome- 
granates, may symbolise the revival of the one Church 
in its two portions. The Spouse waits for these tokens 
of the return of her Lord in the power of His Spirit. 
(Ps. civ. 30.) 

Nor is she disappointed. Her long work of patience 
is crowned with sudden glorious success beyond her 
hopes. "Or ever I was aware," says the Church, 
before I well knew what was going to happen, " my 
soul set me on, or by the chariots of Amminadib " (my 
willing or royal people — people of the Prince). Impelled 
by a Divine impulse, she suddenly joins, or is joined 
by an august company. May we not suppose it to be the 
company of believing Jews, now made ready, by con- 
verting grace, to join the company of the Gentile Church, 
now holy in body and in spirit. The imagery is full of life ; 
the words are as if winged to express a sudden revolution. 

The symbol of chariots has been twice before used in 
the Song. At iii. 10, the covering of the carriage or 
sedan, which King Solomon made for himself, is liter- 
ally the chariot of it. It was the seat of the king 
when, at his first coming, he spread the knowledge of 
his Gospel among elect Gentiles (see page 63). In 
the sketches of the general outline in the first chapter, 
the Church or its leaders, zealously employed in the 
work of the Lord, is compared to a company of horses 
in Pharaoh's chariots. There we see a party engaged in 
a noble enterprise in a strange land, rathier than the 
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united exalted Church, acting as a free and ruling 
people with their Prince in their midst.* 

The word for chariot is used also for the cherubim— 
the moving throne of Jehovah. (Ps. xviii. 10.) Park- 
hurst says, " The cherubim, with their wings spread 
out, are called the chariot of Jehovah, forasmuch as the 
God-Man used to appear in glory above them." When 
the mystical cherubim — the Jew and Gentile Church 
in its duality — shall be re-united in the presence and by 
the power of Jehovah-Jesus, His glory will be seen upon 
them. The spirit or soul of the Church, as one with 
Christ's Spirit, will inspire, animate, and rule the whole 
body as one with Christ's body, in all its institutions, 
ordinances, and means of grace.f 

" Keturn, return, Shulamite; return, return," 
seems to be the exclamation of the Daughters, as they 
view admiring these prodigies of Divine love, and are 
themselves sharers of the joy. Shulamite may signify 

Inhabitant of Salem," or Spouse of Solomon," as 
the Jews supposed, who applied this passage to the 
return of their people from captivity. But Shulamite, 
as derived from Salem, to make whole or perfect, 
finish or be completed, have peace or be at peace, 
including reconciliation and happiness, may have a 
further signification. The union of the Church is 
now complete. The long, long captivity of the op- 
pressed Gentile and bewildered Jew, ends in one and 
the same moment. Both joined together through the 
Spirit of Christ, are united to Himself, the King of 
Salem, the Prince of Peace. 

* Note U. t iSee Rev. xi. — The triumph of the two Witnesses. 
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" That we may look upon thee," is a phrase of much 
significance. As a great CathoKc body, the Church has 
long been as if lost to sight. Now she re-appears on 
the scene. Ketuming from her painful wanderings, 
from the lions' dens, and the mountains of the leo- 
pards, with her scattered members re-united, her 
numbers multiplied, and her dead restored to life, the 
Church of prophecy and history becomes the wonder of 
the world. 

The question of the Fair Love, What will ye see 
in the Shulamite ? " invites us to a closer inspection 
of this vast compact body. And the answer of the 
Daughters, "As it were the company of two armies" 
C Mahanaim J pictures before us the sudden and 
surprising combination which makes up the impos- 
ing array. Company fMahalethJ has been rendered 
** chorus or choirs of such as dance and sing."* And 
this company of two armies, double, yet united, moving 
in exact order, as in measured marches, or the mazes 
of a sacred circular dance, now one, now the other fore- 
most, but keeping equal step, and advancing together, 
come up as innumerable troops, a very great multitude, 
under their One appointed Head, Lord, and Bride- 
groom. + (Hos. i. 11.) 

Hallelujah ! Lord God op Sabaoth.I 



* Note V. 



t Note W. 



] ^ee page 49. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



FURTHEB DESCRIPTION OF THE RECONSTITUTED CHURCH. 

The second parallel of the restored Church, 1 — 9, shows 
her to be the same as the primitive, but more glorious 
(see iv. 5). The third parallel, 9 — 13, shows the 
part taken by the Spouse in these events, and gives a 
hint of further spread and increase. 

CHAP. vn. 1 — 9. 

YYOW beautiful are thy feet with shoes/* &c. The 
A A Beloved here resumes His praises of the 
restored united Church. The symbol of the feet 
sustains the ideas already given of equality and pro- 
gression. That they are bound in shoes or sandals, 
may show that the free and rapid progress of the now 
honoured Church, is in accordance with the Divine 
rules, forms, and laws prescribed by her Lord. Shoes 
are in the east a mark of travel or of dignity. In either 
respect they are suitable to the Prince's Daughter, 
returning from long banishment to the mountain of 
dominion. The epithet, " Prince's Daughter," stand- 
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ing between the simile of the feet and that of the joints 
of the thighs, continues the idea of unity represented by 
the Shulamite, and adds that of regal power. The Church 
is one and its rule one, now it is reconstituted of its 
twin portions. The joints of the thighs like jewels," 
is very significant of the joining together of the two 
constituent portions of the one body ; and it displays 
the excellence and symmetry of the union. The sinew 
that shrank in Israel is now retouched and restored in 
the double line of His posterity. " She that halted is 
assembled and gathered together'' (Mic. iv. 6). In 
perfect harmony, proportion, and equality, Jew and 
Gentile, the double election, form the supports of the 
one Church, now increased to the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. 

This jointure is " the work of the hands of a cunning 
workman." It bears evidence of the consummate skill 
of the Divine Artificer. What wisdom but the Infinite, 
what power but the Almighty, what hand but that of 
God, could accomplish a union so admirable ? As for 
God, His work is perfect. It was in view of this com- 
prehensive salvation, that He might have mercy on Jew 
and Gentile, the Apostle cried out in rapture, ** the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and 
His ways past finding out ! For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord ? or who hath been His counsellor ? 
(Rom. xi. 33—36.) 

The image of the round goblet in the next verse, 
further shows the oneness of the reconstituted Church ; 
and the word mixture (see margin) its twofold character, 
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displaying the intimacy of the union. The symbol sets 
forth fulness of sympathy, joy, and love. " The belly 
like a heap of wheat set about with lilies," is equally 
significant. Fruit, fulness, beauty, unite their charms. 
The wheat, stripped of the husk and straw, as after 
threshing and winnowing it is collected into a golden 
heap, fitly represents the Jews after their long correction 
and dispersion (Amos ix. 9). And the glistering 
silver lilies are no longer among thorns, or adown in 
the valleys and gardens ; but, with the heap of clean 
wheat, are set together as her innumerable children, to 
grace and adorn the Lamb's Wife. 

The double image reiterated in the third verse, 
seems especially designed to draw attention to the 
leading idea of these verses — the twofold constitution 
of the Church in a great majestic unity. " Thy two 
breasts are like two young ones, twins of a roe of Jah." 
She is represented as having a double fount of nourish- 
ment. The word, doctrines, and ordinances of Christ, 
are ministered by her twin branches, in perfect harmony 
and equality. And the two young roes no longer feed 
among the lilies, for the age of bereavement is passed 
away. Now is come the time of gathering together, 
festive joy, and abundance of peace. 

The neck was compared, in the former description, to 
the tower of David built for an armoury (iv. 4). But 
in these happier times, the Church needs no longer her 
valiant soldiers or weapons of defence; for her war- 
fare is accomplished. Her testimony to Jesus is un- 
questioned and established; eminent as a tower, and 
pure as ivory. Ivory is emblematic of royalty. The 
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trath of God, as upheld by the Church, reigns triumph- 
antly. And it is in perfect holy unity. All are joined 
together in one testimony ; sustained and guided by one 
Spirit. 

The resemblance of the eyes to the fish-pools of 
Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim (house of multi- 
tudes), differs from that used before : Thou hast 
doves* eyes within thy locks'* (iv. 1). There we have 
the idea of reserve and partial concealment; here of 
open demonstration, as among a concourse of people. 
We are reminded of the simile used for the eyes of the 
Beloved: "like doves by the rivers of water, sitting in 
fulness '* (v. 12). The spiritual light of the Church is 
diffused among the multitudes who throng her places of 
concourse. Heshbon is sometimes rendered wisdom or 
reason, as in Eccles. vii. 25. The knowledge of the 
Church is now accurate and full. She receives and 
reflects the wisdom of God. 

" Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon.'* This 
feature was not mentioned before. It may perhaps 
represent vigour of life. She not only has life^ but has 
it more abundantly. She breathes the Spirit of her 
Lord. And her return to the place of her dominion is 
the signal of holy, peaceful rule. Her struggles ended, 
her authority unchallenged, the tower stands on the 
mountain of her kingdom for strength and ornament. 

Looking towards Damascus ; extending her influence 
to that far-famed city, venerable for its antiquity, and 
remarkable for its eventful, changeful history. In the 
time of the Eoman Emperors, it was one of the principal 
arsenals in Asia, and was celebrated as " the eye of the 



110 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



whole East.** It may be viewed as the type and repre- 
sentative of the eastern world; a door to the various 
nations about to flow to the Kingdom of Christ and His 
Church. From the time of Abraham, Damascus has 
been awaiting its destiny — a blessing from the house of 
Abraham, when his seed, preferred before all nations, 
should, in the fulness of time, inherit the promises. 
(See Gen. xv.) '*And Damascus shall be the rest 
thereof,'* says the prophet Zechariah, referring to these 
times, " when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of 
Israel shall be towards the Lord.*' 

" Thine head upon thee is like Carmel." This is 
another characteristic not introduced into the former 
description of the Fair Love (iv. 1 — 6). It is a sym- 
bol of dominion, and belongs to her as the "Prince's 
Daughter.** At that earlier period of her prosperity, 
she did not attain the rule which is to crown her latter 
days ; and she soon exchanged the scene of her short- 
lived glory, for the lions' dens and the mountains of the 
leopards. The promise will yet be fulfilled. The 
glory of Lebanon will be given unto her, the excellency 
of Carmel and Sharon. Carmel is rendered in the 
margin, ** crimson,** and the other royal colour follows, 
**The hair of thy head like purple.*' The hair was 
before compared to a flock of goats (vi. 5. and iv. 1), 
denoting the flowing numbers of the Church. But 
now the flock of Christ receives the promised kingdom, 
they are a royal priesthood, to reign with and by their 
Lord and Head. 

** The King is held in the galleries.*' The manifes- 
tation of the Beloved as King marks the espousals 
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(iii. 9 — 11). It belongs to the mystery of love which 
unites Jew and Gentile to the one Saviour of the body, 
who, though He be God and Man, is one Christ. And 
now the joy of the first manifestation is exceeded by the 
joy of the second. The King returns, never again to 
withdraw Himself. He is held in the galleries. It is 
a bold metaphor, showing the attractive influence of 
the newly-raised vast assemblies of the faithful. Their 
Divine Lord is drawn into their midst by their prayers, 
and kept there by their praises. The galleries, or 
flowings, remind us of the same word in the outline 
of the Song at i. 17. It marks a corresponding period 
in the history of the Church, as she presses on to the 
zenith of her destiny. The Hebrew word rendered 
galleries, suggests the idea of streaming multitudes. 
Her converts increase on every side and throng around 
her. 

" How fair and how pleasant art thou,** &c. All 
the creatures of God are formed for certain uses ; and 
this new creation is for Christ. When the work of 
redemption was yet in shadow^ even of old, the delights 
of this everlasting Lord were with the sons of men. 
How sublime will be His satisfaction as the work 
becomes perfected, and the Church grows up to the 
measure of the stature of His own fulness ! But while 
we adore the grace of the God-Man, we admire, too, 
the new creation, which He thus raises up from the 
dust of fallen human nature, adorns with salvation, 
beautifies with holiness, and fits (0 wonder of all 
wonders !) to be the sharer of His work and glory. 

The stature like to a palm tree, shows the exaltation 
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of the Church ; and the breasts like clusters her ma- 
turity, and the abundant fulness of her ministry for 
communication and further increase. She stands like 
the palm, that long-lived, lofty,* and fruitful tree. It 
may be remembered that ''cherubims and palm trees 
and open flowers,"! were among the carved ornaments 
of the temple of Solomon. The material type now 
becomes a spiritual reality. The Beloved said, " I will 
go up,'* &c. It is the presence of Christ that makes 
His Church fruitful and joyful. He visits her that He 
may impart to her of His own Spirit, as by the touch 
of His hand or the breath of His mouth. He takes 
hold of the fruit-bearing branches to quicken them, and 
by His inspiration to give them more abundant life. 

"Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the 
vine.'* The fulness of the Church's ministry is here 
illustrated, and the use made of it by the Beloved. 
We note the change from the comparison, "like two 
young roes that are twins," to "clusters *' and " clusters 
of the vine ; " but while the overflowing abundance of 
the means of grace is here symbolised, the dualism is 
preserved by the repetition of the image. 

" The smell of thy nose like apples." If the re- 
constituted Christian community, in its order, beauty, 
proportion, variety, and equality, be as the body of the 
Church, the breath of its nostrils and its mouth is the 
sweet Spirit of Christ. As the life of man was in the 
beginning derived from the breath of the Lord God, 
his recovered life is from his Incarnate God, the Lord 
from heaven. " The last Adam is made a quickening 
* See Ezek. xL 16. \ 1 Kings, vi. 29. See also Ezek. xli. 18. 
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Spirit." In token of this spiritual life, the Lord Jesus 
breathed on His first disciples, and they received the 
Holy Ghost. By a new and larger eflBux of the same 
Spirit will the Church receive of the fulness of Christ ; 
her life be holy love, her breath perpetual praise. 

" The roof of thy mouth like the best wine." The 
spoken word of the Church seems to be intimated by 
" the roof of her mouth," breath formed into language. 
Wine being a symbol of ceremonial worship, shows 
this speaking or preaching to be in her assembled 
congregations. It is like the best wine because of 
the purity of the doctrine of Christ now set forth in 
its fulness. 

9—13. 

" For my Beloved that goeth down sweetly " (or 
uprightly, see i. 4), &c. The Fair Love here interrupts 
the praises of the Beloved by declaring this best wine 
flows for Him — an exclamation which re-introduces her 
account (vi. 11) of these extraordinary revivals. The 
preaching of the Church, that great ordinance of the 
New Testament, is expressly for the honour of Christ, 
and is the great instrument used by Him in the 
advancement of His kingdom. 

Causing the lips of those that are asleep (or the 
ancient) to speak." Perhaps the Jews may here be 
understood, as at vi. 11. The Spouse sets forth the 
same events under diflferent symbols. After a long 
season of death-like slumber, moved by the sweet, 
powerful eloquence of the Church, they wake and rise 
and join in the worship of the beloved King. 

I 
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10—13. 

" I am my Beloved's, and His desire is towards me." 
The words, " I am my Beloved's," take us again to the 
beginning of this happy era (see vi. 3). The symbol 
of the lilies being dropped, another phrase is in- 
troduced by the Spouse, who is now transfigured into 
the Fair Love. Her language shows that whatever 
blessings be in reserve for the faithful Church, they 
flow to her through the love of Christ, His desire 
towards her. It is His good pleasure to join her with 
Himself in the work of restitution to be accomplished 
among the children of men, and to make her a sharer 
in His reward. 

Come, my Beloved, let us go forth into the field," 
&c. This invitation to the Beloved is significant of 
the prayers of the Church for the especial presence of 
Christ in the work she is now determined to carry on 
with unflagging zeal. " Let us go forth into the field," 
stands in charming contrast to the enclosed garden 
(iv. 12), with the spring shut up and the fountain 
sealed. Let us pass the limits of the visible Church, 
and go abroad into the wide world. Let us lodge in 
the villages." There are those who have heard of the 
Beloved, and received the messages of His grace. 
Let them be visited with full salvation. The words 
here used in the original remind us of verses 13 and 14 
in the first chapter. The doctrines of salvation, 
which lay so long (lodged) in the heart of the Church, 
(i. 13) are now diflfused abroad. The fragrance of 
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the atonement pervades her work, as the copher* in the 
vineyards of the east sheds among the vines its sweet 
odours. 

" Let us get up early to the vineyards,*' &c., shows 
importunity of prayer and fervid zeal, increasing with 
every new success. While there are tokens fore- 
shadowing the Divine presence among far-oflf nations 
and countries, the vineyards of the Church are her 
especial care. There she watches the opening of the 
sweet-smelling flowers of the ancient vines, the budding 
of the pomegranates, and the ripening fruit. 

" There will I give thee my loves." Her fulness and 
beauty which come from her Beloved, are for Him and 
for His honour. By her instrumentality is the know- 
ledge of the Lord to increase till it fills the whole earth. 
Many a prophecy will then receive its accomplishment, 
many a type its substance. " He shall cause them 
that come of Jacob to take root ; Israel shall blossom 
and bud, and. fill the face of the world with fruit.*' 
The blessings of him who was called a Prince of 
God," prevail above the blessings of his progenitors ; 
and, lighting on the head, and on the crown of the head 
of Joseph's Antitype, extend to the utmost bound of 
the everlasting hills.f 

" The mandrakes give a smell," &c. This symbol 
takes us back to the nursery of the infant Church in the 
family of Jacob. We are reminded of the eager rivalry 
of the two wives, their joy and pride in their children, 
as now one branch and now another is added to the 

* See i. 14, where the word is rendered " camphire." 
t See Genesis xlix. 26. 
I 2 
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parent stock. The figare is beautiful and significant. 
The flower of the mandrake is purple, its fruit is like 
a rosy apple, its root forked or duplicate, and it was 
highly prized by the ancients as an emblem of fertility- 
The children of the Church now break forth on every 
side, and form multitudes of nations. 

Everything in field, garden, or vineyard, is brought 
forth by the Fair Love for the delight and refreshment 
of the Beloved. The matured products o( years of toil 
and sorrow, long hidden in secret and reserved in store,* 
and those more abundant, though not more precious, 
which have sprung up or ripened since the bright 
shining of the Sun of Bighteousness, are laid oat and 
presented together for approval and acc^tanee. And 
they ai^ at our gates/' says the Church, now multiplied 
into hurge ci\mmuniu<^ and dweUing in happy security 
as in ptnlaees cor cities, which ai^ not atslj well supplied 
within, but have plentiful store laid up at the doors 
and openings^ her plac^ <L>f assembly and concourse. 

* ^K^w, VM liM.'' ^ T«f$i» 9. vlim the wid lieam mdczcd 



CHAPTER VIIL 



THE LITTLE SISTER, 

The conversion of the heathen world to Christ is given in 
three parallels^ 1 — 5, 8 — 10, 11, 12. The first being 
last and the last first in order of time. The prayer 
at the 14th verse, by the terms used, takes us again 
to the central pointy iv, 17. 

HITHERTO in the imageiy of the Song of Songs,'* 
we have traced the eventful history of the elect 
Church. From points of outline and detached sketches, 
we pass on to successive expanded delineations, which 
further reveal the wondrous story. We have seen the 
Church of the espousals joined together in Christ. It 
was beautiful in the dew of its youth, it prospered into 
a kingdom, and was established as on Lebanon. We 
have followed it through scenes of bereavement, perse- 
cution, and desertion. We survey with rapture its 
sudden and rapid increase through the preaching of 
Christ. The day breaks, the shadows flee away. 
Gentiles and Jews, Jews and Gentiles return, return 
thronging together, yet in the utmost order, to their 
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respective places in the Church. Her two grand 
divisions are symbolised, and we recognise her identity 
with the Fair Love of early days. Established again in 
more than her former prosperity, we are called to look 
at this wondrous Fair, whose beauty resembles royal 
cities, now from one point and now from another, that 
we may form some idea of her perfections, and of the 
glory of Him who dwells in her midst. 

But a further revelation is to be made of the far- 
reaching redemption which is in Christ Jesus ; that we 
may know the length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height of the love that passeth knowledge. This last 
part of the Song, its grand chorus, might be deemed 
additional, but for the continuation of the same symbols, 
and the interchange of the dramatis persance of the 
Song with the newly-introduced person who is here the 
principal subject. It completes the story of salvation, 
and re-conducts us to the vision of perfect glory in the 
heart of the mystery. 

1—5. 

" that thou wert as my brother," &c. The con- 
version of the heathen world to Christ is supposed to 
be here illustrated. These verses form the first of three 
parallels which set forth the subject in its several parts 
or gradations. The first being the principal, though 
the last in order of time. It follows the perfecting of 
the elect Church, as part of her reward, sharing the 
glory of conquest and dominion with Christ her King. 
The second and third parallels lead us back to the times 
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of the Spouse. We read at the 8th verse of the 
chapter of a little sister — " We have a little sister," 
sister to Christ and the Church. The scheme of re- 
demption is formed on relationship. The right of 
redemption belonged to the next of kin. Christ, that 
He might be our Redeemer, became our Brother. 
The new Head of the race sprang Himself (as man) 
from the common stock. It is true He took hold of the 
seed of Abraham, according to Divine counsel, and for 
ages and generations the Church was chosen out from 
the world as a selected body, drawn from the race and 
united to Christ. But the Redeemer and King of the 
Church is the Brother of mankind ; and the manifesta- 
tion of the S6n of God as the Son of man, lays the 
foundation of a world-wide redemption.* 

The speaker exclaiming, that thou wert as my 
brother ! " is the same representative figure as that in 
the 8th verse, but at a more advanced age or stage of 
progress. It sets forth another gathering from the 
mass of mankind, from which the Church has all along 
been separated. This new Christian community has 
been gradually increasing in numbers and importance 
for an indefinite time. The studs of silver " (i. 11) 
seem to indicate the first appearance of light shining 
here and there in the darkness of the heathen world. 
But in these later times the work of Christ and the 
Church prospers exceedingly. The Spirit of Christ 
breathes new life among the nations, and that breath is 
prayer. that thou wert as my brother," &c. It is 
the impassioned cry of newly-inspired faith and love to 

* See 1 Tim. ii. 4—6. 
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Christ, the acknowledged Brother and Saviour of men, 
the desire of all nations. 

" That sucked the breasts of my mother." The 
mother in the Song is our common nature, from which 
issued the society represented by the speaker, from 
which the Church was drawn, and of which the Son of 
God became a partaker. The words might be applied 
to Christ as the distinguished Brother of the race, bone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. But a further 
meaning is here, in harmony with the mystical character 
of the Song. Not from the period of His incarnation 
only, but ever since the birth of Abel, has our illustrious 
Brother withdrawn from the bosom and the side of poor 
fallen human nature (our common mother), a countless 
multitude of her sons and daughters, appropriating to 
Himself by inalienable right, the portion given to Him 
by His Father, and drawn to Him by His Spirit. He 
has incorporated them into Himself, and thus formed a 
new and holy body, of which He is the new and Divine 
Head. 

" that thou wert to me as one that sucked the 
breasts of my mother ! '* is as if the speaker should say. 
Those brought into communion with Thee from 
generation to generation, whose numbers are now ful- 
filled, were children of my mother. Why not others ? 
Why not me ? Why not all ? 

The speaker does not claim the title or the privileges 
of the ** elect sister of the Song, but pleads her re- 
lation to the Beloved as her Brother. While their 
glorious Kinsman was unknown to the far-ofif children of 
mankind^ and unacknowledged by them, small in com- 
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parison were the benefits they derived from Him. But 
now they have heard of Him, their faith receives Him, 
and they humbly claim an interest in His redemption. 

"When I should find thee without." Here is an 
intimation that the love of Christ will in the appointed 
time overflow the bounds of the Church. As if not 
presuming to enter the courts of the acknowledged 
bride and elder sister, the pleader for the long apostate 
race urges her suit that the Beloved would meet her at 
some favoured moment, when she might embrace Him 
as her Brother-Eedeemer, and offer to Him the homage 
of loving submission. I would kiss thee,'* implies 
reconciliation, allegiance, devotion, love. And then, 
adds the speaker, I should not be despised;" no 
longer neglected and contemned as fruitless and worth- 
less; but be a sharer in the joy and honour of the 
Divine relationship I claim. 

would lead thee," &c. There is a remarkable 
similarity in this picture to that in the third chapter. 
" I would lead thee and bring thee into my mother's 
house," says the representative speaker here ; "I held 
him and would not let him go, until I had brought him 
into my mother's house," is the language of the Church 
there. When the Son of God took upon Him to deliver 
man. He did not abhor the Virgin's womb. Of this 
mysterious union of God with man, the world at large 
remained in ignorance during the greater part of its 
history. Now it shall be brought home to all the chil- 
dren of men in its spiritual significance. Christ will be 
revealed in them ; He will be as one born among them, 
quickening them to new and holy life through His Spirit. 
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Who would instruct me," or " Thou shouldst 
instruct me.'* The incarnate Word is the great Teacher; 
and, as such, this growing Christian community yields 
herself to Him, to receive His doctrines and obey His 
commands. Causing Him to drink of spiced wine, 
signifies the believing reception of His atonement, with 
oblations of prayer and praise as in public ordinances ; 
as also the use Christ is pleased to make of these 
ordinances in the enlargement of Christian communion. 
The word for "juice** ("juice of my pomegranate**), 
has been rendered must or new wine, a term peculiarly 
appropriate to the new connection in which it is used. 

So would this earnest petitioner receive and welcome 
her Kinsman-Redeemer, as King, and Prophet, and 
Priest; and He will receive and welcome her, for His 
love knows no bounds. With increasing confidence, she 
goes on to claim all the fulness of blessing which the 
outstretched arms of Almighty power and grace can 
bestow. " His left hand under my head, and his right 
hand should embrace me.*' The same words are used 
(ii. 6) to signify the gathering together of the vast 
numbers of the Church by the heavenly Bridegroom. 
The spiritual union of Christ with redeemed man, 
taking place, as it does, on the believing reception of 
individuals, is celebrated on those grand occasions when 
their fulness is brought in, and all the members are 
gathered and united in the arms of the Beloved. To 
this consummation of bliss the world is now admitted. 
The little one becomes a thousand, yea, thousands of 
thousands, and the small one strong nations. 

The charge to the Daughters of Jerusalem has, with 
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a significant variation, been made twice before. At 
iii. 6, it follows symbols, which represent the marriage 
of the Divine nature to the hnman in the incarnation of 
Christ. At ii. 16, it comes after mataphors, ' which 
illustrate the spiritual union of man with God, in and 
by Christ. Here it follows imagery, combining the 
characteristics of both with a wider application. The 
phrase, "By the roes and by the hinds of the field," 
implying choice, and therefore limitation, is here omitted. 

Another characteristic change in the form of the 
appeal to the Daughters is the putting it as a question : 
" Why should ye stir up, or why," &c. It seems to 
deprecate any feeling of jealousy on the part of the 
representatives of the Church, and to meet objections 
before they are raised. That the privileges, so long 
bestowed exclusively on a favoured portion of the race, 
are now extended to all, may not be deemed any dis- 
paragement to the Church ; rather should it rejoice in 
the infinite love, which far exceeds every earthly shadow 
of it, and which cannot be satisfied till the whole family 
of mankind are sharers in its blessedness. 

It appears from the charge to the Daughters, that 
communion with Christ on earth is liable to disturb- 
ance ; and the hint here given of awaking up from this 
Divine trance of love is confirmed by other intimations 
of Scripture.* 

"Who is this?" The same question was asked 
when the election from the Gentiles was beheld coming 
up from the wildnerness (iii. 7), fragrant with the 
virtue, and towering in the merits of the great Propiti- 
• Note X. 
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ation. This new picture sets before us the same 
Redeemer, accompanied by a redeemed one He has 
brought up from the same wilderness of lost nature; 
purged with the same all-atoning sacrifice, and anointed 
with the same sweet Spirit of holiness and love. The 
Beloved of the Church is here seen the Beloved of 
lost, recovered man ; the second Adam of our restored 
Paradise. 

" I raised thee up under the apple tree," &c., seems 
still to be the language of the Church, as among the 
Daughters, she gazes on the scene. As if recovering 
from surprise, she recognises the " little sister,** now 
spoken for, and received in the fulness of love. She 
remembers her long toil for her salvation. Yet, though 
pursuing her work in faith, she was scarcely prepared 
for a result so glorious, and, as it seems, so sudden. 

Perhaps in the mention of the apple tree may be an 
allusion to the fall of our first parents, when the pro- 
mise of recovery was first given. The greater part of 
their posterity had ever since been left in their natural 
condition, as in the arms of their mother. Yet, there, 
under the fatal tree, had a pledge been received by her 
for the redemption of her offspring. And the covenant 
holds good. The day of salvation, long deferred, ar- 
rives. The seed of the woman is become the new Head 
of the race. And when these things come to pass, the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled : ''As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." The 
declarations of Scripture, long held in abeyance, shall 
be made good. Now is the prince of this world cast 
out.** Christ is lifted up, and all men are drawn to 
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Him. Jesas Christ, the propitiation for oar sins, is 
beheld as the propitiation not for oars only, bat also for 
the sins of the whole world. The name of the Father, 
once and again glorified, is glorified everywhere, and by 
aU. 

6, 7. 

" Set me as a seal," &c. Nothing coald be more in 
harmony with the character of this Poem as a " Song of 
Loves," than sach a burst of feeling from the chosen 
Fair One. There is a deep and true meaning veiled 
under the imagery. We cannot suppose there will be 
anything like regret, much less envy, in the heai*t of the 
Church as she beholds her Beloved received with rapture 
as King and Lord over the whole earth. For this she 
has been long labouring and praying. But these re- 
markable expressions intimate newly-awakened and 
most intense desires for further tokens of distinguish- 
ing grace. She would have a seal of everlasting love 
,to secure her in every change.* She cannot be satisfied 
to take her part with the world, though it be regenerate. 
The cry is almost agonising. The language is sugges- 
tive of a possibility of falling away from Christ. But, 
whatever be the event with regard to the wide world, 
the very thought of forsaking her Lord, or being for- 
saken by Him, is insufferable to the faithful Church, 
that has endured so many trials and outlived so many 
vicissitudes. After such favour shown, she cannot re- 
sign the place she holds in the love of the Beloved. 
She would be perpetually in His presence, and for ever 
near His heart. Her love is strong as death, and her 
*DftP, vi. 17. 
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fear of losing her Lord's love, cruel as the grave. 
The emotions which bum in her soul as coals of 
fire, were kindled at the altar of His own love — a 
flame of Jah ! They are unextinguishable and un- 
quenchable.* 

" If a man would give," &c., is as if the Church should 
say, " We have indeed a goodly portion ; and our Lord 
has given us all the substance of His house in this 
lower world ; but we count it as nothing in comparison 
of His love.'' The cries of the Church may well become 
more instant and earnest as the end approaches. They 
are the means and pledge of her security. These press- 
ing entreaties that so it may be, are a token that so it 
will be. What if the knowledge and love of Christ 
again decline in the world ? What if the nations be 
deceived ? The camp of the saints and the beloved 
city will be unhurt in the midst of the flames that 
devour her adversaries. The Church will be kept by 
the power of Christ, as a sear upon his heart, as a seal 
upon his arm, until He, the God-Man, appears on the 
great, white throne; and earth and heaven flee away 
from His face. 

From this point of the Song, thought stretches 
onward to the mysterious future, of which we know 
so little, save that it is everlasting blessedness. When 
the end shall come, the kingdom of the Mediator will 
merge into the universal kingdom of God, even the 
Father ; and the redeemed enter the glories of eternity. 
Then, and never till then, will the soul, longing for the 
likeness of its Redeemer, be fully satisfied. 

* Note Y. 
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But we are here taken back to review the steps which 
lead to the events just described. 

8—10. 

"We have a little sister," &c. This may be the 
language of the Spouse and the Daughters, as if in 
consultation together. The little sister is the same 
representative figure as the speaker in the first four 
verses of the chapter, but she is here introduced as 
younger in age, at an earlier period of history. The 
Christian community symbolised, is small as yet, and 
in a state of pupillage, protected and guided by the 
Church. She has no appointed ministry or institu- 
tions of her own ; and therefore has not the means of 
nurture and increase within her own bosom. The grace 
of Christ must have its channels, as the golden pipes 
to empty out the golden oil. A deep concern on this 
account is awakened among the Churches. They 
inquire of each other, and they ask of the Lord, What 
shall we do for our little sister ? " They know and feel 
the time is at hand when Christ will meet with her, 
and by her instrumentality gather all nations to Him- 
self. Upon this conviction they resolve to act. "If 
she be a wall,'* or have a measured and appointed line 
by the house and city of our God, if the rudiment 
the new spiritual building is even now risen at our 
side, " we will build upon her a palace of silver." We 
will establish for her, and with her, a fair resplendent 
dwelling-place for our One Lord. And "if she be a 
door" of entrance for the nations of the long-expected 
kingdom of Christ, " we will emclose her with boards of 
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cedar/'* This language is significant of the establish- 
ment of holy institutions and ordinances, according to 
the rule of the kingdom in due order and proportion, 
for the guidance, government, and increase of this new 
community of Christians. The symbolic materials, 
silver and cedar, show the beauty and excellence of the 
work, and they correspond with the imagery represent- 
ing the organisation of the Church at i. 17, and iii. 9, 10. 

That the labour bestowed on this great work is not in 
vain, we learn from the next verse, where we find her, 
who was spoken of as a little sister, exclaiming, " I am 
a wall," &c. The metaphors used by the Spouse are 
taken up by the sister to show how great must be the 
change in her condition and privileges. Had she been 
as a little ungrown sister, not yet spoken for ? As a 
wall without a palace for the king, or towers for strength 
and ornament ? The scene is changed. She is come to 
age, and wonderfully endowed. Her Christian institu- 
tions are like towers. The channels overflow with grace 
and peace. Christ looks on her with approval, and by 
her ministry accompHshes His work of love among the 
far-ofif children of men. 

We note here the omission of the emphatic dual, 
found in the corresponding descriptions of the elect 
Church (vii. 3; iv. 5). The symbol of the roe is 
omitted. The breasts are like towers. The simile for 
the neck, the witnessing portion of the Church, is taken 
and multiplied indefinitely to suit the new circum- 
stances. But the office of witnessing is now one with 
the nurture and edification of believers. 

• See Ezek. xli. 24—26. 
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A change of imagery takes us back to a more remote 
period, and opens to view the preparatory work, which 
had long been going on for evangelising the heathen 
world. 

11, 12. 

" Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon ; he let out 
the vineyard unto keepers," &c. The symbolic name of 
Solomon is one of the close connecting links which 
joins this last part of the Song to all that goes before.' 
It shows one Lord, and His name one throughout. 
The Church and the world are under the dominion of 
the great King, typified by Solomon. He takes posses- 
sion of one portion after another of His rightful inherit- 
ance, according to Divine counsel, and lays out and 
carries on His work of love by the hands of His servants. 
This vineyard is at Baal-hamon (Lord of Multitudes), a 
city in the valley of Lebanon, at its northern end. 
Beyond it lay Hamath, the broad open plain at the 
termination of the double range of the Lebanon. As 
the border between the land of promise and the world 
beyond, it forms the passage to it, and represents it as 
part for the whole. Here Christ, Lord of the Church, 
and Lord of nations, the true Sovereign of the race 
of man, lays the foundation of a vast work, and employs 
His servants in a noble enterprise. Our divine Solomon 
calls one and another to engage in this honourable ser- 
vice. He endues them with spiritual gifts, and grants 
them signal success. 

" Every one for the fruit thereof,** &c. The build- 
ing and revenue of the Gentiles are compared to 

E 
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silver,* pure, resplendent. And the treasures are conse- 
crated and poured out to Christ in praise and thanks- 
giving. Happy they who are counted v^orthy of such 
employment. They shall bring every one to their Lord 
a thousand pieces of silver. The higher scale of numbers 
here, shows the extent of the territory (Psa. Ixviii. 30), &c., 
subdued to the King and Lord of the Church. 

"My vineyard, which is mine (or mine own), is 
before me,** &c. The newly-introduced personage, the 
prominent figure of this chapter, breaks in, as in the 
preceding parallel sketch (verse 10), and with a sudden 
burst of joyful consciousness completes the picture, by 
showing the wondrous change wrought in and for her. 
The work so auspiciously begun by others, is taken 
up and continued by herself. Her vineyard, her own, 
is before her in a prosperous condition. She acknow- 
ledges her allegiance to the great Proprietor by the 
tribute she offers Him; and she assures provision to 
those she employs in the work as keepers of the fruit 
— her ministers or servants. The success of this 
costly enterprise of Christ and the Church, for the 
conversion of the world, is now complete. 

13, 14. 

"Thou that dwellest,*' &c. The Spouse that after 
successfully publishing the Gospel within her own 
borders, and spreading it in regions far beyond, appears 
resting and waiting. The King is not yet openly 
revealed, but the way is prepared by His messengers. 
* See page 37. 
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" The companions hearken," &c. Those spoken of 
before as Daughters and Sons, may both be included 
in the term companions. . The congregations and their 
teachers hear and receive the doctrines of the one faith- 
ful Church. All unite in the same testimony; the 
spoken word agrees with the written; and each con- 
firms the other as guided by one Spirit. The expecta- 
tions of the Church, based on the holy prophecies, are 
now to be realised. The day of the Beloved's return 
draws near. He waits the summons of the Church; 
the loud cry of earnest prayer. " The companions 
hearken to Thy voice : cause me to hear it. " 

To this appeal, the Church responds in words like 
those of the ancient Church, when she looked for the 
first advent of the Lord (ii. 17). "Flee away, my 
Beloved,*' &c. The prophetic Song is wound up with 
this prayer to the heavenly Bridegroom for His speedy 
return. It takes us again to His withdrawal, that we 
may learn when and how to look and wait for Him. 
The description of the gifts and grace bestowed on the 
Church of the Espousals was brought to a sudden stop 
in the lines : — 

" Thy two breasts are like two young roes, 
That are twins (of a roe of Jali) , 
Which feed among the lilies, 
Until the day break, 
And the shadows flee away ; 
I will get me to the mountain of myrrh. 
And to the hill of frankincense" (iv. 6, 6). 

The Spouse in her prayer takes up the phrases of this 
Au revoir ; showing her constant faith in the return of 
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her Beloved, and her ardent longing for it. ~ He spoke 
of her ministry as like two young ones, twins of a roe ; 
she prays that He will haste and come to her as a roe 
or young one of the harts. He got Him away to the 
mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense, the 
place of intercession where He hears and answers 
prayer ; thither the faithful Church directs her suppli- 
cations, thence she looks for His return — on the moun- 
tains of spices. 

Thus directed by the phrasing of the Church's prayer 
to the corresponding phrases of the Beloved's farewell, 
we return to the central point of the Song. There we 
behold the redeemed Church in immaculate perfection, 
in the presence of the Beloved, and hear Him say : — 

" Thou art all fair, my Love, 
There is no spot in thee !" 

This is the sum of the whole matter. Here all the 
Unes of love meet in one grand and sublime object — 
Christ complete in the Church, and the Church com- 
plete in Christ. It is consummate in numbers, and 
perfect in unity and love. The countless multitudes, 
gathered from the children of men in all ages and from 
all nations, make up one holy communion, one body, 
the dwelling-place of Christ, the building for His habita- 
tion, the holy city, the new Jerusalem, the Bride the 
Lamb's wife. And here we behold Christ presenting 
to Himself this glorious Church, not having spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing. The beauty which before 
was partial and interrupted, having its seasons and 
repetitions, is now absolute and everlasting. The re- . 
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demption is finished. The Church is made perfect in 
One. 

The mystery of the Song is a mystery of love; a 
threefold circle of union never to be dissolved. The 
marriage of God and man in the person of the Beloved, 
is one part of the complex union, and the ground on 
which it rests. The spiritual union of man with God 
through this beloved Redeemer, the partaking of the 
Spirit of Christ, is consequent on the union of God and 
man in the Divine Man, Christ Jesus. It goes on 
through all time, revolving round the incarnation and 
atonement of the Son of God, till every member of the 
new created body be gathered unto Him. The third 
part of this holy marriage-union is mystical and progres- 
sive like the second. It runs parallel with it, and is 
inseparable from it. It is the joining one to another of 
the various members of this holy communion, of which 
Christ is the Head and Centre. We view, with wonder, 
this mystical union proceed and fill the borders of the 
natural. Sister embraces sister, hand joins hand, till 
the circle of redemption is complete. The Bridegroom 
comes out of His chamber and rejoices as a strong man 
to run a race. His going forth is from the end of 
heaven, and His circuit unto the ends of it. All people, 
nations, and languages, submit to His rule. The grand 
chorus of praise rises to heaven " as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying. 
Alleluia ! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." 

For this consummation .the Spouse waits, looking for 
the return of the Beloved, while as yet she is among 
the shadows. 



184 



THE SONG OF SONGS. 



But what is the nature of His return ? The answer- 
ing of another question might help us to answer this. 
What was the nature of His withdrawal ? The actual 
ascension of the Lord Jesus is not represented in the 
Song, except as included in the great sacrifice, ''like 
pillars of smoke/' ascending to heaven. His spiritual 
withdrawal is symholised at iy. 6, when after extolling the 
perfections of His newly-constituted Church, the Beloved 
says, " Until the day hreak, &c., I will get me away to 
the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense." 
The coming of Christ in the flesh was followed by His 
coming in the Spirit. His return may be looked for, 
first in the Spirit, as at Pentecost, and then as the Son 
of man — on the throne of His glory. Thus, the cycle, 
the grand Epanados, will be completed. 

The first advent of the Lord, in its dual character, 
had its several parts or gradations, as it proceeded from 
the veiled radiance of His birth, to the crowning of the 
King in the day of His espousals. He constitutes His 
Church, richly endows her with His holy word and holy 
Spirit^ leads her on to the mountain of dominion, and 
she seems to touch the verge of her destiny; when 
the whisper is heard, "I will get me away," or 
''Come with me from Lebanon, Spouse, with me from 
Lebanon." 

Such was the first coming of Christ, so dimly appre- 
hended by those who were witnesses of the majesty, and 
subjects of the kingdom. His second coming may be 
expected to have also its dual character, and its several 
steps, as it proceeds from glory to glory. We may 
look for the return of the Beloved (never again to withr 
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draw himself) in spiritual power and personal influence, 
with the distribution of abundant and diverse gifts and 
graces; the re-gathering of the Church in one, the 
establishment of the kingdom (Christ reigning through 
his body, the Church); the conversion of the world; 
the full perfection of all the redeemed in the open vision 
of Christ's glorified person. But whatever be the nature 
of His return, it is both certain and near at hand. The 
Church is hastening to meet her Lord. Voices may 
be heard, crying, Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night?" Are there any 
tokens of the return of the Sun of Righteousness? 
Let us review the Song, and as we look at scene 
after scene, note as we may, our place in the prophetic 
history. 

Li the short and fragmentary sketches of the first 
chapter, we look for our place near the close. There is no 
more distinctive mark of the Church in our times, than 
the opening of vineyards and fields of labour at home 
and abroad. She is called to engage zealously in the 
work of her Lord, and so prepare His way. We see her 
represented as in the vineyards of Engedi, with her 
cluster of camphire to refresh her in her toils. 

In the symmetrical outline which follows, we recognise 
the Church in our day as the lily of the valleys, and the 
lily among thorns. She prizes her Beloved, among 
many rivals, as the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood. Or we hear her cry against malignant and subtle 
enemies — " Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil 
the vines ; for our vines have tender grapes." Yet she 
knows her Beloved is still carrying on His work of love. 
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and secretly enlarging the Gentile portion of His Church, 
for ''He feedeth among the lilies until the day break 
and the shadows flee away." In the synchronisms of 
the latter part of the Song, we look for our place between 
the withdrawal of the Beloved and His return ; or in the 
three parallels of Lebanon, included in the period of 
the lilies. In the first of these parallels (iv. 8 — 11) 
the Church is represented as on mountains of wild 
beasts ; yet faithful to her Lord, bearing witness to the 
truth, and successfully publishing the Gospel. She may 
not yet have escaped all the perils of the mountains ; 
the witness still lives ; the doctrines of Christ are now 
proclaimed by the faithful Church. In the garden scene 
(iv. 12 — 16, V. 1) we note the plants of the Spouse are 
" an orchard of pomegranates,'' — gentile converts and 
Churches. Her fountain, no longer scaled, waters 
gardens. There are streams which come from Lebanon, 
and foreshow a mighty swelling. It may be that the 
north wind and the south are yet to blow at the 
call of the Beloved, but at the cry of the sister 
Spouse He will come into His garden and there reveal 
Himself. 

In the third of these synchronising sketches, that of 
the sleeping Church (v. 2 — 16), we again trace with 
thankful joy the dangers past, and look for our present 
position towards the end of the time of peril and (com- 
parative) desertion. We see the Spouse appealing to 
the Daughters of Jerusalem, and waiting for the appear- 
ing of the Lord among them (v. 8) ; while they begin to 
inquire, ''What is thy Beloved more than another 
beloved, thou fairest among women?" Now is the 
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time for the faithful Church to publish the excellencies 
of her Lord, and declare the glory of His Person and 
atonement. For when the Daughters seek the Beloved 
with the Spouse, He will be found in His garden, whither 
He is gone down "to the beds of spices, to feed in the 
gardens, and to gather lilies." (vi. 1 — 8). 

Passing by the sixth, seventh, and the former part of 
the eighth chapters, which reveal events yet future — the 
re-constitution of the Church and the conversion of the 
heathen world — we find at the transitionary close of 
the Song, the faithful Spouse dwelling in the gardens, 
and the companions hearkening to her voice. Prosperity 
within the Church runs parallel with a promising increase 
beyond its borders. While some of the servants of the 
divine Solomon are employed as keepers of his vineyard 
at Baal-hamon, the Church dwells in the gardens of the 
Lord, beloved and honoured. 

If the Church has not yet reached this happy stage 
of her pilgrimage to glory, she is hastening to it. The 
most lovely scenes of the prophecy open before her. 
The work is progressing at home and abroad, which, in 
spite of enemies and obstacles, is to issue in the success 
here delineated. And the more the work prospers, 
the more confidently may she pray. Do the compan- 
ions hearken to her voice ? It is a hint from the 
Beloved, " Cause me to hear it.'* It is a token of the 
approach of the Bridegroom-King. Let, then, impor- 
tunate prayer cause the Beloved to fly swiftly. Let not 
the Church rest, nor give her Lord rest, till He return 
and come, like a roe or young one of the harts, that 
flies to his mate across the mountains. At His 
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appearing, the day will break and the shadows will flee 
away — 

" Flee away, my Beloved ! 
And be thon like to a roe. 
Or to a young hart. 
On the monntains of spices.*' 

GoME; LoBD Jesus ! come quickly. Even so, Amen. 
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NOTE A, p. 23. 

"the careless multitude." 

Jebb says of the tripartite Psalms : — ** They contain in the 
central part, the main action, or the catastrophe of the Poem, or 
some cardinal truth or sentiment, which forms, as it were, the 
kernel of the whole composition. From whatever reason it was 
80 ordained by the Divine Wisdom, it is evident that announce- 
ments of the deepest moment, with respect to the world to come, 
are often similarly enveloped in the Old Testament Thus, ia 
the intimation of the resurrection in Job's parable, and in the 
benediction of Jacob, dark sayings of this kind are recorded. 
Perhaps, it was because such precious truths require to be 
guarded from the profane touch of a careless multitude ; and the 
patient investigation of faith was necessary towards obtaining 
knowledge so profound, according to the frequent usage of para- 
bolical instruction." — Jehh, on the Booh of Psalms. 

NOTE B, p. 34. 
" represented m the vision of st. john." 

Brightman and Gocceius, who wrote severally in the 16th 
and 17th centuries, viewed the " Song of Songs " as agreeing 
" well nigh in all things with the Revelation of St. John." 
Gocceius " divides the whole into seven distinct periods, similar 
to the seven trumpets and seven seals." 

See Ginsburg's Commentary " for an account of the various 
interpretations put on the Song. 
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NOTE C, p. 37. 

'*TH£ NECK BEPRESENTS THE WITNESSING OB PBEACHING FOBTION 
OF THE CHURCH." 

The word for nech^ in the original, is derived from its bending 
or turning on one side or the other. The vertebral hones of the 
neck from their firmness, and the strong ligaments with which 
they are bound together. A kindred word is used for ambassador, 
agent, or messenger. (See Farkhurst.) 

NOTE D, p. 41. 

"also OUB BED IS GBEEN." 

Parkhurst remarks on the word in the Hebrew here used for 
bed, " 1 think it evident that its proper signification is a mat or 
mattress ; and I suspect the radical idea of the word to be inweave, 
interweave^ or the like. The word in Arabic signifies to construct 
a trellis or lattice work." How suggestive, as applied to the bed 
of the Christian Church, where Jew and Gentile are made one by 
the Cross of Bedemption ! 

NOTE E, p. vii. and 43. 

"an EPANODOS OB INTBOVEBTED PABALLEL." 

Bishop Jebb says, *' The epanodos is literally a going back ; 
speaking first to the second of two subjects proposed ; or if the 
subjects be more than two, resuming them precisely in the in- 
verted order, speaking first to the last, and last to the first" — 
JebVs Sacred Literature. 

NOTE F, p. 45. 

"THE GENTILE POBTION OF THE CHBISTIAN CHUBCH." 

It is remarkable that the four Psalms having for their titles— To 
the Chief Musician upon Shoshannim (the lilies), xlv. and xlix.; 
to the Chief Musician upon Shushan-Eduth (lily of testimony), 
Ix. ; and to the Chief Musician upon Shoshannim-Eduth (lilies of 
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testimony), Ixxx,. are all prophetical of the Church of the 
Gentiles — ^the lilies of the Song of Songs. The xlvth shows 
the Messiah attracting and winning his Spouse of the Gentiles. 
The Ixth represents the Church in a time of calamity and con- 
fosion, when Ephraim is hecome the strength of her head, or 
constitutes the chief portion of the Church. But Judah is still 
the lawgiver, for the Church to the end of time and through every 
change receives the doctrines, and those alone, of the Jewish 
scriptures. If the Gentiles are hecome her valiant men, the 
Jews are stiU her wise doctors and counsellors. The Ixixth 
Psalm is a vivid picture of the suffering Messiah and his Church 
suffering in conformity with him. The three tribes who utter their 
plaints in the Ixxxth Psalm are the descendants of Rachael, 
children of the right hand. They cry to Him who is able to save 
— Jehovah-Jesus, inhabiting the cherubim. The vineyard of His 
right hand is burned with fire and cut down. How has this pro- 
phecy been fulfilled in the Gentile Church ? How suitable the 
inspired prayer — "Let thy hand be upon the man of thy 
right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for 
tliyself. thou that dwellest between the cherubims shine 
forth!" 

The address " To the Chief Musician," which occurs in these and 
various other psalms, is more literally ** To the Chief, the Victor, 
or Ruler," by which Christ Himself is signified. " To the Chief 
among the Lilies," — Christ Himself, their representative and 
victorious Lord, by whom they are redeemed, gathered, and 
changed into His own likeness, from glory to glory. 

Esther, the young Jewess, raised to the throne of Shushan, a 
Gentile city, seems also to foreshadow the Church among the 
Gentiles. 

Some derive Shushan from Shanah, to change. It is thus a 
changed one. The application to the Gentile Church is obvious. 

NOTE G, p. 46. 

•'ITS LILY-LTKE BLOSSOMS." 

The word Oeviyim, translated bowls, generally means the 
malices or cups of flowers, and here more especially that of the 
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alinond ; and probably denotes the sort of cup which is above 
and below each of the knops. The word Capthorim, translated 
knops, is rendered by Josephos " pomegranates." It seems to 
denote the balls or apples which occur between the upper and 
lower cups. Perachim^ which Gesenius renders " an artificial 
flower," denotes the Hly-like blossom on each of the branches, 
and near the top of the shaft. A writer in the Talmud describes 
it as the sort of flower which forms the capitals of columns, and 
with which indeed it well agrees. We learn from Jewish writers 
that the candlestick stood on three feet. — Knighfs Arch of Titus 
and Spoils of the Temple. 

NOTE H, p. 48. 

" THE CHURCH AS TWOFOLD." 

The twofold constitution of the Church is a part of the mystery 
of this Marriage Song. The doctrine of a double election is 
taught in Scripture, first by typical representations as in the 
Old Testament, and then in plainer declarations as in the New. 
We may trace the doctrine firom the history of the patriarchs on 
to the lucid statements of the apostie Paul (Rom. xi). It was 
symbolised in the family of Jacob, when Leah and Rachel, his 
two wives (the last first, and the first last), struggled and agonised 
for the number and precedence of their children. In this 
wrestling, each of the sister wives prevailed for her oflspring. 
The words of Rachel (Gen. xxx. 8.) are very remarkable. By 
the twistings, agency, or operation of God, I am intwisted with 
my sister. The LXX translate the words, God hath taken me 
into partnership, and I am intwined with my sister. The 
Vulgate preserves nearly the true sense, though not the idea of 
the word in the Hebrew, by rendering the text, ** God hath made 
me equal with my sister." {See Parkhurst.) The birthright 
was divided between the two branches of the one family. Judah 
must have the crown, and Joseph the double portion. And the 
crown, too, was in a manner doubled. If a lineal descendant of 
Judah (according to the flesh) now sits on the throne of Israel, 
the same exalted king was prefigured in the person of him who 
was separated £rom his brethren. Joseph, type of the suffering- 
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reigning Messiah, became ruler with delegated sovereign power, 
in the name and with the authority of the greatest king then in 
being, over the greatest nation of the Gentile world. And he 
pardons his kindred and saves them ; he nourishes and provides 
for them among his new subjects. 

And is not the same doctrine of a double election covertly 
taught by the blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh? These two 
sons of Joseph, bom to him in Egypt, were adopted there by 
Israel his father, and numbered with his elder sons as heads of 
tribes. Ephraim, though the yoimger, must have the blessing of 
the right hand, and his seed should become a multitude of 
nations. Fuliilled, as this prophecy has already been, it may yet 
receive a further fulfilment. In the latter days when the Lord 
brings back the captivity of His people, there will be the ten 
thousands of Ephraim, and the thousands of Manasseh. 

We find also the twin sons of Judah, the other great repre- 
sentative of the King, struggle at their birth for the pre-eminence 
both obtain in a figure. Their names are prophetic; Zarah, 
signifying a diffusion as of the light; and Pharez, a breach, the 
first to seize and gain his interest in the promised kingdom. 

NOTE I, p. 63. 

"THE CHARIOT OF THE CHERUBIM." 

It is remarkable that the four cherubic emblems — ^the man, the 
lion, the ox, and the eagle — should in the primitive days be taken 
and applied severally to the four evangelists, the great publishers 
of the Gospel. It has been well observed, '* The quadriform 
Gospel, in which the Incarnate Saviour has lodged the revelation 
of Himself, and from the midst of which His glory shines out 
upon the world, coincides in a remarkable manner with the 
old emblematic throne from which He shone upon the Jewish 
Church." 

NOTE K, p. 69. 

"a PIECE OF POMEGRANATE." 

The flower of the pomegranate, of a radiant red, is like that 
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of the lily, six-leaved. Six, as well as other multiples of three, 
is a remarkable nnmber in prophecy. 

It deserves notice, that three letters out of four used in the 
original for like a piece of pomegranate, form a word signifying 
double; "to double as the sixth curtain of goats' hair on the 
Tabernacle" (Parkhurst). The curious verbal contrivances (if 
we may venture on such language) are admirably suited to the 
artistic and enigmatic character of the Song. 

NOTE L, p. 70. 

" TWINS OF A ROE OF JAH." 

This is the rendering of Davidson here. He remarks, 
" Though the word tsebi is generally given in the lexicons as 
masculine, it is, notwithstanding, shown by their rendering to 
be both masculine and feminine. 

The word in the original for fawns or young ones, occurs only 
in this application in the Song. It is used twice in reference 
to the Spouse, here and at vii. 3 ; and three times in reference 
to the Beloved, ii. 9 and 17 ; and viii. 14. " My Beloved is 
like a roe or young one of the harts." The direct meaning of 
the word is dust ; supposed to be applied to these fawns because 
they are as if dusted or powdered over with white spots. 
(Gen. xxxi. 12.) {See Parkhurst.) 

NOTE M, p. 73. 

" MOUNTAINS OF SPICES." 

A scene in the Kevelation may be compared with that 
represented here. Just before the ages of desolation, the 
Covenant Angel, as High Priest of the Church, is seen standing 
at the altar of incense, having a golden censer with much in- 
cense, that he should offer it with the prayers of aU saints on 
the golden altar before the throne. And the smoke of the 
incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended 
up before God out of the angePs hand (Rev. viii. 3, 4). Prayer 
is a characteristic of the era of suffering and desolation. 
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NOTE N, p. 77. 

"acknowledged by the heavenly bridegroom as spouse and 
sister spouse." 

Yet not my Spouse. Parkhurst says, ** Though the bridegroom 
often calls tiie bride " my sister," and twice " mj perfect one,'* 
yet he never once calls her " my Calah,'* By her espousals with 
the king, she became the daughter-in-law of the ancient Church, 
twin sister of the Christian Jewish. The same idea is implied 
in the simile at the 5th verse of the chapter, ** Two young roes, 
twins of a roe of Jah." 

NOTE 0, p. 78. 

"AMANA, SHENIR, AND HERMON." 

The names used in the Song are highly significant. Lebanon, 
white or whiteness. The same word in Hebrew is used for 
frankincense f as being white. It is also applied to the silvery 
face of the moon (vi. 10). Amana signifies fidelity or constancy. 
Shenir, revolution or repetition; also double and duplicate, or 
second, the other of two. Hermon, another name for the moun- 
tain Shenir (Dent iii. 9), signifies a person or thing devoted 
to God. 

NOTE P, p. 81. 

" POMEGRANATES." 

Many of the symbols used in the Song are used also in the 
descriptions of the setting up of the Tabernacle and Temple and 
their furniture. Lilies and pomegranates are there introduced 
among the carved ornaments, foreshadowing, as we may believe, 
the introduction of Gentiles among the Jews, in tiie great 
spiritual reality to arise when the material structure, with its 
appendages and adornings, should be done away. The two 
pillars of brass in front of the Temple, curiously wreathed about 
with nets of chequer- work, wreaths of chain-work, and rows of 
pomegranates and lily- work, may be supposed to represent the 
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two witnesses of the Church: the chains on the tops of the 
pillars corresponding with the chains on the neck of the Spouse. 
In the testimony of Jesus Ohiist, Jew and Gentile are in- 
dependent and united witnesses. 

NOTE Q, p. 85. 

" I SLEEP." 

Ginsburg gives a few specimens of Brightman's mode of 
exposition, among which we find the following : — 

/ sleep, hut my heart waketh, dc. (v. 1). The negligence of 
the Church lying thus is declared first by her drowsiness, then 
by his enticing call, and lastly by the slight causes of her 
excuse. Sleep caused her outward senses to be benumbed, 
that she neither regarded nor considered how superstitions 
arose, as it happened to the householder in Matt. xiiL 25. . . 
This drowsiness crept in in the time of Constantino, when a 
gaping heaviness, with a continued desire of sleeping, so 
oppressed the Spouse, that the sharpest-sighted pastors could 
not use their outward senses, not perceiving how ambition crept 
in among the bishops, &c. See Ginsburg's "Commentary," p. 73. 

NOTE R, p. 86. 

"THE COAT." 

" I have put off my coat." — See Ex. xxviii. 4, where we read of 
the holy garments made for Aaron and his sons. One of these is 
said to be a ooatof enclosings (that is, a close, strait coat), in our 
version a broidered coat See also Ps. xlv. 13. " The King's 
daughter is all glorious within, with enclosings of gold her 
clothing." It is remarkable how many of the words used in the 
descriptions of the Song, are used also in the descriptions of the 
Tabernacle and Temple, and their furniture. The time may come 
when the laws of Scripture parallelism may be found to apply to 
the Bible as ond perfect book, the several parts of which form a 
complete whole. What has been called " the technical arrange- 
ment of Scripture," marked by the recurrence of certain words or 
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phrases, has yet to be wrought out by patient investigation of the 
original applied to the purpose. A remarkable instance of tech- 
nical arrangement occurs in the Revelation, where we find the 
three series into which the prophecy is divided — Seals, Trumpets, 
and Vials, marked severally by the same words, showing they are 
brought to a close together, as the completion of the cycle or era. 
See Rev. viii. 5, xi. 19, xvi. 18. 

The importance of words as a key to arrangement in the Holy 
Bible, proves the full inspiration of the various writers. 

NOTE S, p. 88. 

** THREE STAGES IN THIS MOVEMENT." 

In the Revelation the same events appear to be symbolised by 
the Lamb's company (xiv. 1 — 5), and tiie three angels who follow 
each other, by whose ministry a new proclamation of the Gospel 
is made among the nations of Christendom, or scene of the 
prophecy. 

NOTE T, p, 94. 

** RINGS ARE FOR COMMUNICATION AND UNION." 

The joining or twinning (Ex. xxvL 22 — 24) together of the two 
sides of the Tabernacle, northward and southward, by two rings 
at the head of the two corners with the sockets beneath, to the 
western end where rested the Shechinah, may be especially signi- 
ficant of the union of the Church in Christ — that great Head of 
the comer. The two sides seem to foreshadow the twin Church, 
made one in Christ by a union with His most sacred body and 
Holy Spirit. The vanity of figures used in Scripture to set forth 
this wondrous fact may not be fully understood till the union is 
accomplished, when the day breaks and the shadows flee away. 

NOTE U, p. 104, 

** THEIR PRINCE IN THEIB MIDST." 

Amminadibf signifying " The prince of my people," or " My royal 
people," is also a proper name, and belonged to one who, in ancient 
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time, assisted in a high and holy work, which might be deemed 
typical of the triumph under review. Amminadib was one of a 
company of six, and the sixth mentioned by name» who was called 
by David to sanctify himself, to bring up the ark of the God of 
Israel to the place prepared for it. And this was done in the 
presence of all the people, their elders, and the captains over 
thousands, with music, and songs, and rejoicing. (1 Chron. xv.) 

NOTE V, p. 105. 
" mahanaim/* 

This word directs our thoughts to the days of Jacob, when 
God bade him return to his country and kindred. It was at 
Mahanaim he divided the people that was with him and all that 
he had into two bands. And here there wrestled a (divine) Man 
with him until the breaking of the day. (Gen. xxxii.) Here his 
name was doubled, and he was acknowledged a prince of God ; 
who had power with God and with men, and prevailed. And 
here he saw God face to face. 

*'As it were the company of two armies," is rendered by 
Ginsburg, " Like a dance to double choirs." " Mahalaheh, from 
hal, to turn round j a dance^ the joyous dancing on a festive 
occasion. Mahanaheh signifies a camp, a multitude, a band of 
people. Mahanaim is the regular dual and not the plural ; and 
is here used because the dance consisted of a band arranged in 
double Hne." 

NOTE W, p. 105. 

" ONE APPOINTED HEAD." {See HOS. i. 11 .) 

The Gentile portion of the Church is frequently symbolised in 
the Old Testament by I^ael or Ephraim in distinction from 
Juddh. The dispersion of the ten tribes among the Gentiles, 
was as the sowing of the seed, afterwards to yield such a harvest 
of joy. These tribes seemed indeed to be lost ; but the elect 
Gentiles come into their place, or rather identified with them, 
multiply their numbers, and the Church receives the ten 
thousands of Ephraim, with the thousands of Manasseh. 
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NOTE X, p. 12a. 

"confirmed by other intimations of S0RIPTIR2. 

Especially at Rev. xx. 7 — 10, where we learn that a wide- 
spread apostacy is to follow at a specified distance of time the 
world's regeneration, and to precede the last judgment. 

NOTE Y, p. 126. 

"A FLAME OF JAH." 

Young translates the passage, " Its burnings are burnings of 
fire, a flame of Jali ! " 

Davidson says, " The fire of the flame of Jah, intimates 
according to the sense given in the English Bible, the most 
vehement fire and flame. Here the name of Jah seems to be 
mentioned for the third time in the Song. (See iv. 5. and vii. 3.)" 
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